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The RHPA proudly acknowledges the Butchulla People of the Fraser Coast, the traditional owners of this land  

 

 

It’s a landmark decision right on our doorstep. The world's largest sand island, formerly known 

as Fraser Island, has officially been renamed K'gari. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

History:  The popular tourist destination was originally named Fraser Island after Captain James Fraser and his 

wife Eliza, were shipwrecked on the island in the 1830s.  Historians say after Mrs Fraser was rescued by the 
Indigenous people, she spread untrue stories about the local Butchulla community that led to  the dispossession 
and genocide of the local First Nations people who had cared for her.  If history is correct, then it is very fitting that 
the Island is renamed to reflect ‘paradise’ which is what it is and rid itself of the  terrible legacy of Eliza Fraser.  

 Local Butchulla Elders say that "It's time for the story of Aboriginal removal to be told.  It's 
a sad story but it's the real story". 

We talk about K'gari as a natural landscape, but it's actually a cultural landscape.  All the trees and all the landscape 
that we see is a result of 60,000 to 70,000 years of Indigenous occupation and Butchulla land management.  
Without that, the island would actually look completely different. 

 

JULY 2023  ISSUE 294 

World Heritage Fraser Island officially restored to Indigenous name, K'gari 

 

 

Key points: 

✓ The state government says a public survey received more than 6,000 submissions 
✓ It says about 70 per cent voted to restore the Indigenous name 
✓ Traditional owners say it's been almost a decade-long battle to see the name K'gari return 
✓ Pronounced "Gurrie", K'gari means "paradise" to the Butchulla people. 
✓ In local Indigenous creation stories, K'gari is the name of the White Spirit who helped create 

Butchulla country 
✓ The World Heritage Committee officially changed the name of the World Heritage Area of 

the island to K'gari in 2021 but Fraser Island remained the official place name. 
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What a month we have had at the Community Hall. State of Origin games were on. I made the mistake of 

saying that I was supporting the blues at one of the bistro evenings. A moment of deathly silence with a heavy 

overtone of treachery from the now restless crowd was evident.  

Well, it wasn’t so much the team that I was supporting it was more 

to do with my own safety and the luxury of being fed that was 

foremost in my mind. It is the colour burgundy!  Sue has a very 

strong dislike for the colour burgundy. When I have asked about it 

the only response is just because I don’t like the colour. Fair enough I thought so to keep 

the peace and of course because I am a caring and loving husband, the colour burgundy does not appear or 

mentioned in our home.   Now, I know Queenslanders have maroon as the state colour, but when I did some 

research, it appears that maroon and burgundy are very similar in shade. And therefore, we follow the blues in 

the state of origin in a maroon state. 

 

 

 

On a more sombre note.    

The 5 committee members who are the working long hours to maintain the Association need help from its 

members. We are looking for ideas from the community in respect to what you want the association to do over 

the months ahead. What functions could we hold in the hall? Trivia nights, bingo, open mike nights, jazz band 

Saturday, winery tours, Melbourne Cup lunch, fashion parade, Christmas in July lunch or dinner. 

 

They all sound great but the five of us cannot do any of those without volunteers from the community. 

 

 

So, we will be having a community meeting on Tuesday 11 July at 2:00pm and hopefully you 

can bring to the table some ideas and more importantly; your offer to help as a volunteer. 

 

Please email president@riverheads.org.au if you have any questions. 

 

Greg Wood 

RHPA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

mailto:president@riverheads.org.au
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There are already bookings for the markets for Riverfest which 

starts at noon and finishes at 7pm. The committee has booked 

‘Forbidden Road’ from 6pm until 9pm to entertain us during 

the evening. This local Hervey Bay band can play most genres 

to suit all occasions. Rock, Blues, Rock n Roll, Country, and 

Pop. They have a great following around the district and have 

recently been on tour in New Zealand. The bar and bistro will 

be open in the hall for patrons to enjoy a meal between 

dancing or just enjoying the atmosphere. 

Riverfest - September 9 2023 
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This month we had our fishing comp on the 2nd 3rd and 4th of June, only 8 seniors and 1 junior weighed in fish 

with a total of 19 fish very slim pickings indeed.  

Congratulations to Levi our junior fisherman who got the most outstanding fish for the round and the most fish 

for a junior. The look of joy on his face was priceless. This is what it’s all about 

 Any juniors out there who are members all you must do is weigh in a fish and there’s a good chance you can 

win one of the vouchers. 

Our next fish meet will be on Fri 7th Sat 8th and Sunday the 9th with the usual barbecue and a bit of friendly 

banter on the Sunday. As always if you don’t have a boat and want to join in, please contact the riverheads 

fishing club via email to (riverheadsfishingclub@gmail.com) or ring our illustrious president Trevor Gordon on 

0400 377 466 who will only be too happy to help.   

Our next chook raffle night will be on the14th of July with 3 draws and 5 prizes in each draw. 

If you come down, get in early as all the tickets had sold within 15 minutes. 

Our social fish was held on the 15th and only 2 boats attended, not a very good show of support but if your new 

and want tips and ideas I suggest you come along to the next one. Its also a good way of finding your way 

around all the sandbars and rock bars we have by following some who knows what they are doing. I hardly run 

aground at all anymore. 

Our next social will be on the 23rd of July. 

Don’t forget about our Tin Can Bay trip 21 and 22 July. Details for caravan park are Kingfisher Caravan Park, Tin 

Can Bay ph. 07 5486 4189. 

        There are a couple of people who have booked cabins but can’t make it so if you’re interested and everything 

is booked out, please contact Jenny Gordon on the above number and she will help. 

Also don’t forget if anyone has any containers that meet the “Containers for Change Criteria” and would like to 

donate them to the fishing club, just drop them off at the club in the undercover area any time or hall on a 

Friday night and they will be processed by the club. 

Well, that’s it for this month, so tight lines unless it’s wrapped around your 

prop!  

 

River Heads Fishing Club News 
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Did you know? 

Bushfire Warnings Above average grass growth resulting from an extended wet period, combined 

with predicted warmer and drier conditions later in 2023, is driving above normal grassfire and bushfire risk for 

parts of Queensland.  This link will help you with bushfire preparation.https://nema.gov.au/stories/bushfire-

preparation-key.  All Queenslanders should be familiar with the official Bushfire Warning system. When there's a 

bushfire in your area, it's up to you to take notice, seek information, make decisions and act. 

 

  

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET.....IF YOU SEE ANYONE ACTING SUSPICIOUSLY AROUND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD PHONE 

POLICELINK ON 131444.  YOU CAN REPORT HOONING OR TRAFFIC OFFENCES; STOLEN PROPERTY;  SUSPICIOUS 

ACTIVITY;  NOISE COMPLAINT OR IF IT IS AN URGENT MATTER PHONE 000. 

 

ADVICE 

THERE’S NO IMMEDIATE DANGER 

BUT YOU NEED TO STAY 
INFORMED IN CASE THE 
SITUATION CHANGES. 

 

WATCH & ACT 
 

THERE’S A HEIGHTENED LEVEL OF 
THREAT AND CONDITIONS ARE 
CHANGING. ACT NOW TO PROTECT 

YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY. 

 

Community News 

https://nema.gov.au/stories/bushfire-preparation-key?fbclid=IwAR3TOtXnO5HlVntiRuqolXNljd-daBNJ-pQmY2d3ZlCVEhFuqg1de30Kjhc
https://nema.gov.au/stories/bushfire-preparation-key?fbclid=IwAR3TOtXnO5HlVntiRuqolXNljd-daBNJ-pQmY2d3ZlCVEhFuqg1de30Kjhc
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Executive Committee 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

 
Greg Wood 

<vacant> 
Barbara Marsden 
Susan Wood 

 
president@riverheads.org.au 
vicepresident@riverheads.org.au 

treasurer@riverheads.org.au 
secretary@riverheads.org.au 

Management Committee 
Assistant Treasurer 

Registrar 
Events Coordinator 
Key Registrar 
Food & Beverage Manager 
Bar Coordinator 
Markets Coordinator 
Roster Coordinator 
Webmaster 
Emergency Coordinator 
Social Media Coordinator 
Review Editor 
Fishing Club Delegate  
 

Non-Committee Positions 
Historian 

Affiliated Associations 
River Heads Fishing Club Inc 

Sub Committees 

Fraser Radio 

Reserve 

 

<vacant> 
Susan Wood 
Liz Stewart 
<vacant> 
Liz Stewart 
Mark Hensel 
Liz Stewart 
Liz Stewart 
Tane Winiana 
Mark Hensel 
<vacant> 
<vacant> 
Mark Hensel 
 
 
Joanne McLaughlin 
 
Trevor Gordon 
 
Alan Baxter 
Mark Hensel 

 
 
info@riverheads.org.au 
info@riverheads.org.au 
registrar@riverheads.org.au 
events@riverheads.org.au 
keyregistar@riverheads.org.au 
cafemanager@riverheads.org.au  
bar@riverheads.org.au 
 
markets@riverheads.org.au 
roster@riverheads.org.au 
webmaster@riverheads.org.au 
emergency@riverheads.org.au 
socialmedia@riverheads.org.au 
revieweditor@riverheads.org.au 
rhfc@riverheads.org.au 
 
 

 
historian@riverheads.org.au 
 
riverheadsfishingclub@gmail.com 
 
 
www.touristfm.org.au 
info@riverheads.org.au 
 

 

COMMUNITY HALL ACTIVITIES & SERVICES NAME CONTACT 

Hall Bookings & Bistro Takeaways (Fri only)  
Patchwork & Quilting Monday morning 
Library (Tue in hall or whenever hall open 
except during private functions) 
Garden Club (Tue 9am) 
She Shed (Tue 9am) 
Indoor Bowls—Wed in the Hall 1pm 
Social Pool & Bar night—Wed in the Hall 6pm 
Fire Emergencies 
Justices of the Peace 
 
Wildlife Carer 
First Responders 
 
 

Susan Wood 
Judy Smith 
Debbie Berrill 
 
Marilyn Benbow or Jackie Wilson 
Tracey Morton 
Mike or Robyn Allam 
John Bridge 
River Heads Kingfisher Fire Service 
Billie Rustin JP 
Jacquie Rein JP 
Rose Wright 
Matthew Steer 

0487097700 
4125 7726 or 0427 000 982 
0487097700 or info@riverheads.org.au 
 
0487097700 or info@riverheads.org.au 
0487097700 or info@riverheads.org.au 
4125 8362 indoorbowls@riverheads.org.au 
41257683  
000 or 0499 987 147 
0480449687 
0419740647 
0427 971 020 
0487097700 
 

RHPA CONTACT LIST 

mailto:president@riverheads.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@riverheads.org.au
mailto:treasurer@riverheads.org.au
mailto:secretary@riverheads.org.au
mailto:info@riverheads.org.au
mailto:info@riverheads.org.au
mailto:registrar@riverheads.org.au
mailto:events@riverheads.org.au
mailto:keyregistar@riverheads.org.au
mailto:keyregistar@riverheads.org.au
mailto:bar@riverheads.org.au
mailto:roster@riverheads.org.au
mailto:webmaster@riverheads.org.au
mailto:emergency@riverheads.org.au
mailto:socialmedia@riverheads.org.au
mailto:revieweditor@riverheads.org.au
mailto:rhfc@riverheads.org.au
mailto:historian@riverheads.org.au
mailto:riverheadsfishingclub@gmail.com
http://www.touristfm.org.au/
mailto:info@riverheads.org.au
mailto:info@riverheads.org.au
mailto:info@riverheads.org.au
mailto:info@riverheads.org.au
mailto:indoorbowls@riverheads.org.au
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1. VICE PRESIDENT 
2. SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
3. RIVER HEADS REVIEW EDITOR 
4. KEY REGISTER 
5. ASSISTANT TREASURER 

 

 Role descriptions are available at: www.riverheads.org.au 
 

Are you interested and willing to help your community?   

For more information, or to nominate for a position please contact 

the Secretary via email       secretary@riverheads.org.au  

                        or phone   0487097700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Positions Vacant 

http://www.riverheads.org.au/about/governance/bylaws
mailto:secretary@riverheads.org.au
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      Zoom the Platypus 

Some of you may have been lucky enough to watch the documentary The Platypus Guardian three weeks ago 

on the ABC. This documentary related how a nature-loving Hobart resident turned into a citizen scientist in his 

quest to save a platypus he named Zoom from the plastic-polluted waterway she lived in. 

The two formed a special bond which enabled Peter Walsh, donned with waterproof boots, to take regular 

close- up photos of Zoom capturing her everyday movements in her home stream. Such a close encounter with 

a human is quite exceptional for this most elusive and shy animal. 

Peter was most distressed one day to see plastic around her bill but luckily, on that occasion, Zoom freed 

herself. On observing the occurrence of more rubbish, he decided to draw on community help to clear the 

area. The result was truly awe-inspiring with many residents committed to ensuring a pollution-free habitat for 

their platypus. 

Eventually, the inevitable did occur with her disappearing after disruption to her home by earthworks. Luckily 

for Peter, in time, another platypus appeared, a male he named Scute.  

Scute had his fair share of tussles with other male platypus risking being painfully “stung’ by his opponents’ 

two venomous spurs found on each hind ankle.  

As serendipity would have it, Scute met 

up with Zoom and mated. As an 

aftermath, Peter photographed the 

rarely- witnessed experience of Zoom 

digging her nesting burrow (up to 30 

metres long), and carrying sticks, tree 

roots, grass and leaves to line the oval 

nesting chamber, 30 centimetres in 

diameter and 40 centimetres below the 

ground. 

He also witnessed the playful antics of the 

juveniles after they left the nest for short 

intervals during the weaning stage, learning to forage for insect larvae and becoming accustomed to living in 

an aquatic habitat. 

So, in finding Zoom, Peter not only witnessed firsthand the lifestyle of the platypus unfolding before him but 

also shot amazing photography of one of Australia's most secretive animals. 

 

Wildlife Matters by Dianne Christensen 
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Some facts: 

Platypuses are such a strange animal that the early settlers thought they were hoaxes resulting in needless 

slaughter to investigate their anatomy. Thousands were shot to use their pelts for fur products. 

Platypuses are monotremes, meaning although they feed their young on milk, as mammals do, they do not 

give birth to live young but lay between one to three 17 x 14 millimetres leathery- skinned, sticky eggs kept 

warm on the mother's stomach by her curling her body around them. 

 When hatched, the young are pink- skinned, jellybean-sized, 

and blind with strong forepaws tipped with claws. 

Although blind, their sense of smell is strong, and directs 

them to the mother's two abdominal milk patches which are 

pummelled by their forepaws to produce an iron-rich anti- 

microbial milk supply. 

 When the mother leaves the nest at dusk after five or more 

days to replenish herself, she plugs the tunnel with mud 

(pugs) to protect her most vulnerable young from predators, such as foxes entering the burrow. She then uses 

her pliable bill to shovel through the gravel as she scours the stream bed. Although her eyes and nostrils are 

closed, she uses the bill's mechanoreceptors or sense pores to detect electric fields from the water movements 

of insect larvae, earthworms, shrimps, water beetles, snails, small fish and yabbies.    

The food is crunched between the bill’s strong jaws and stored in her cheek pouches. (Just a tip for locating 

platypus – look for circular ripples on the water surface produced by this action.) 

The young knead their mother's cheek pouches and slurp up her saliva after rubbing her bill with their own. 

It takes 17 weeks for lactation to end before the mother leaves the burrow permanently open for the juveniles 

to emerge from the nest to explore the aquatic world around them, ultimately to establish their own 

territories.  
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FRASER RADIO – FM 87.8 & FM 88.0 

 
ANNUAL ELECTIONS 

 
RIVER HEADS COMMUNITY HALL 10am 21 JULY 2023 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FRASER RADIO IS A SMALL GROUP OF LIKE-MINDED LOCALS WITH AN INTEREST IN COMMUNICATION, 
DEVELOPING AND SHARING STORIES ON RADIO OF LOCAL FEATURES AND NATURAL DELIGHTS 

 
WE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES, REACH LOCALS 

AND TOURISTS – ENTERTAIN AND INFORM 
 

ATTEND IF YOU CAN, PROXY OTHERWISE, 
JOIN FOR FREE IF A RHPA MEMBER 

 
CONTACT: info@fraserradio.com.au 
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River Heads Markets 
 

 

The next River Heads Markets will be held on Sunday, 9 July from 8am to 12pm in the community hall 

and surrounding grounds. Come along and see what fabulous products are being made by our local 

residents. 

 
Anyone wishing to book a stall site should contact the Markets Coordinator, at 

markets@riverheads.org.au. Liz will be happy to assist you. Sites are $10 for RHPA members and $15 

for non-members and there are approximately 50 sites available with a limited number of powered 

sites. 

 
Jotform is available for bookings so log onto markets@riverheads.org.au to book your spot. 

 

Some of the stalls preparing for 

last months reopening of the 

markets 

mailto:%20%20markets@riverheads.org.au
mailto:markets@riverheads.org.au
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There’s no doubt that gardening is good for the soul...but how do we keep those pesky mossies away in 

summer?  Try this!   

HOMEMADE MOSQUITO TRAP: 

1 cup of water 

1/4 cup of brown sugar 

1 gram of yeast 

1 2-litre bottle 

HOW: 

1. Cut the plastic bottle in half. 

2. Mix brown sugar with hot water. Let cool. When cold, pour in the bottom half of the bottle. 

3. Add the yeast. No need to mix. It creates carbon dioxide, which attracts mosquitoes. 

4. Place the funnel part, upside down, into the other half of the bottle, taping them together if desired. 

5. Wrap the bottle with something black, leaving the top uncovered, and place it outside in an area away from 
your normal gathering area. (Mosquitoes are also drawn to the color black.) 

Change the solution every 2 weeks for continuous control. 

 

  

 

 

GREEN THUMB GARDENING 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1968011799878594&set=a.102543509758775&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoxILV7vkO91JR9mivaoNI__ShSZ2-qIPuyBkN8Tk8njl6RS0pgwy5vHBZU91V8FQrMUnAglO1pmbEkCYVa14QHFN-sko7cDbAgEbJoRAae67dhh46bwLgc_qbmjuS2V9gCJ1XB3U-z7JQ5if-0dv2&__tn__=EHH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1968011799878594&set=a.102543509758775&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoxILV7vkO91JR9mivaoNI__ShSZ2-qIPuyBkN8Tk8njl6RS0pgwy5vHBZU91V8FQrMUnAglO1pmbEkCYVa14QHFN-sko7cDbAgEbJoRAae67dhh46bwLgc_qbmjuS2V9gCJ1XB3U-z7JQ5if-0dv2&__tn__=EHH-R
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HAPPENINGS IN THE BAY 

Building works for the first phase of the multi-million-dollar redevelopment of the Scarness Caravan Park will start 

soon. 

At its meeting on 24 May, Fraser Coast Regional Council awarded a $1.8m tender to Rejuvenate Construction 

Solutions to build the caravan park manager’s office/residence, amenities, camp kitchen and barbecues as part of 

the redevelopment of the western half of the park. 

Work is already underway on a $3.2 million contract with Murphy Builders to construct the roads and install the 

underground power, water and sewerage systems in preparation for the new facilities. 

“While the work is underway, the eastern section of the park will remain open for fully self-contained campers,” 

Cr David Lee said. 

“The redevelopment is being undertaken in stages so the new western facilities will be opened as they are 

completed, with the aim that all works are completed by 2024.” 

“The aim is to ensure that works on the next eastern section are ready to go as soon as the new section is 

opened,” Cr Lee said. 

“We apologise for any inconvenience caused while the work is carried out, but the end result will be a more 

modern caravan park, catering for the needs of today’s tourists. 

“A key focus for Council over the next five years is to plan for the future, and to effectively manage and maintain 

our assets, and this project is an example of how we are working to achieve both those outcomes for our 

community.” 

For more information about the redevelopment of the four Council-owned caravan parks, go to 

https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/caravan-parks 

 

 

             

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffrasercoast.engagementhub.com.au%2Fcaravan-parks%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1s-M-J9iMm_eGpCDmcl4uV1WL5CJE3CzV0sDwtWTmkRnDVbOyIQQ9jgjU&h=AT3DH8qz1QtB1Th90mbiSvUB1zDWsI72pjUmAtRdpwBcL9gSWmBeBQatx4yYbUb2EBlgc4jxmItJawwWLPkncQc8m6FL-VV0NKsDQyMozmi-lGYfZpRl-CCd5-lnriOs9kFOa5MeodXqX34H4Jhl&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT05UcKtQEhBDul0O6CLtVQd2vRb7YwWA4BM7bW1kZkTKLUdguDdxydlMLlMQQtfRyyJo4XP7Ni3aM2yiBXznzIVopzRZDKQfSftEPyvogDpuKl67vl0KYzzQXqUuvCZ_UKPzCwE7Em_pjtcuq-klCvxkmKGyYb6jDC6qjEe7fK9LpyCdOnKFc0qK0-BkOk
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Thinking about getting a four-legged friend to keep you or the family company?  Then here are a few tips to 

consider...... 

Think about why you want a dog.  When you see a dog that you like, look at the breed and that breed’s 

background, their in-bred behaviours so to speak. Are they a herder, a catcher, a companion dog, a guard dog? 

There is no point having a dog that does not match your needs. 

Otherwise, your puppy will end up unhappy and showing that in so many ways that you and your neighbours 

might not like - digging, chewing, barking - they do these things for a reason, not to spite you but because they 

are lonely, bored, not exercised enough or anxious. 

There are plenty of reputable dog trainers and shelters around who will gladly give you advice to ensure that you, 

your neighbours and most importantly, your dog are happy and content.  

Dogs are simply amazing creatures and can have many positive effects on the lives of their owners. They influence 

social, emotional, and cognitive development in children, promote an active lifestyle, provide companionship, and 

have even been able to detect oncoming epileptic seizures or the presence of certain cancers. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=610693177755759&set=a.464469995711412&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZURCk3hEQQ3nOqpqNVkgpwWBIrNxrF6wsGE4xlJJSnTX5c3KEDF-o3b7gysOjB1XYrpQcNoVQS_l9JakhbRJWuhTxbQ_JiP8jV0RGNMzWw3I2pGSxElnhbgkp2bjmxlZovZoxuflUPpAxy_yYZxrJ71A5tNCwjU4cXpOK9wiilVBg&__tn__=EH-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=610693177755759&set=a.464469995711412&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZURCk3hEQQ3nOqpqNVkgpwWBIrNxrF6wsGE4xlJJSnTX5c3KEDF-o3b7gysOjB1XYrpQcNoVQS_l9JakhbRJWuhTxbQ_JiP8jV0RGNMzWw3I2pGSxElnhbgkp2bjmxlZovZoxuflUPpAxy_yYZxrJ71A5tNCwjU4cXpOK9wiilVBg&__tn__=EH-y-R
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The editor recently visited the Fraser Coast Council building and came across many brochures containing useful 

information. 

Having not been on a whale tour yet, this calendar was of particular interest. August seems to be the best time to 

go  - Sue and I will be booking a tour!
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“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

you may abound in hope" Romans 15:13 

The Biblical word, “hope,” means to trust that the future is for us and not against us. Hell is a place with no 

HOPE! 

“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold….” Our hope is in God. 

Hope cannot be reduced to mere wishful thinking or thumbs up. Hope implies that we trust that God is for 

us; it is having joyful and confident expectation in Him. 

Another version of Romans 15:13 says… 

“May the God of hope give you joy and peace in believing that you will be filled with hope, that you will be 

abounding in hope, that you will be overflowing with hope for the future.” 

I pray that we can all find that HOPE in the challenging days ahead. 

 

          Sue Watson  

 

 

 

 

......by Sue Watson 
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Two Irishman walking down the road one says to the 

other 

"Be Jesus Mick will you come over here, there's a 

gravestone of a bloke who lived until he was 167"!  

Mick says "Good Lord Paddy you're right!" What was 

his name?" 

Mick says... Miles from London 
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Have you ever wondered what River Heads and Booral were like way back when?  Well, read on...... 

 

Once a sleepy fishing village, River Heads continues to grow into the beautiful seaside community it is 

today so it is fitting that we reflect on its beginnings for the edification of all residents, but particularly our 

many newcomers to the area.  

River Heads sits at the south head of the Mary River but in the last ice age, 20,000 years ago, the sea levels 

were 110m higher than they are now, and the mouth of the Mary River extended 80km east of Hervey Bay 

where it would flow out to the continental shelf.  At some time in the distant past, the Mary River cut its 

way through the sandstone ledges between what are now River Heads and South Head. Today we see 

massive movements of water through this narrow gap. With a tidal range exceeding 4m, flood and ebb 

tides account for much of this movement. During floods, this is much more pronounced. 

 

The area was inhabited by the Butchulla people for eons with the Aborigines calling the Mary River Booie, 

Moonaboola, Numabulla or Mooraboocoola.  The Mary, as we know it, was named the Wide Bay River 

until 1848, when Governor Fitzroy renamed the river in honour of his wife, Lady Mary Fitzroy.  In 1850 H.E. 

Aldridge acquired vast tracts of country for cattle rearing between Booral in the South and Burrum Heads 

in the North known as Toogum’s run. 

 

River Heads was originally called Bingham but was renamed on 22 November 1986.  The original name for 

the Turtle Cove Estate was Bingham Waters.  In the late 19th and early 20th century River Heads was a rich 

farming area, growing small crops such as beans and other vegetables.  On 10 May 1915 Bingham State 

School opened, probably then known as Mary River Heads Provisional School.  It closed on 5 September 

1926. Yes, we had our own little school out here! 

 

River Heads is one of the most unique areas on the Fraser Coast, situated on a small peninsula of land, as it 

is, at the mouth of the Mary River and set during the Great Sandy Strait, it boasts the most incredible views 

of K’gari and its surrounding landscape. With its natural elevation of up to 50m above sea level there is no 

shortage of spectacular viewpoints to take in the scenery and all residential areas are above flood levels 

which is very important in the unpredictable Queensland weather.                  

A Little Bit of History! 
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“That’s the thing about books.  They let you travel without moving your feet!” 

 
This is the extraordinary story of Mary Reibey - immortalised on the Australian $20 note, Australia's 
first female entrepreneur and the most powerful woman in colonial history 

 
 

 
 

In 1791, teenage runaway and sometime horse thief Mary Reibey narrowly escaped the English gallows 
with transportation to the brutal new penal colony at Sydney Cove.  It was the beginning of a 60-plus year 
story of bravery and tenacity.  Within two decades Mary would overcome the stigma of her convict past to 
become the richest woman in colonial Australia. 
 

Finding love early on her arrival in the new colony, Mary went on to develop a family business which grew 
to include a fleet of merchant vessels. Widowed at just 33 and with seven children to support, Mary would 
oversee the growth of that business to an international trading empire and go on to expand what is now 
Sydney's thriving business district while helping to bankroll many of the colony's first public services. 

Shipping magnate, real estate mogul, working mum and philanthropist - this engaging and meticulously 
researched portrait by the acclaimed author of bestsellers such as Mrs Kelly, Banks, Banjo and Monash 
reveals a colourful character of remarkable determination and foresight who became one of Australia's 
first heroes as a brutal, remote British outpost was transformed into one of the most prosperous places on 
earth.  

Enjoy! 
 

BOOK BITS BY THE WORM 
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Slow Cooker Mongolian Beef!!!  

Skirt (or other) steak cooked with garlic, ginger, brown sugar & soy sauce!  
It tastes just like a meal you would get at the Best Chinese restaurant!  This Mongolian beef has the 
rich flavors of ginger, garlic, and brown sugar. It’s cooked slowly in the slow cooker, so every flavor 
has a chance to really sink in. When it’s almost ready to be served, the green onions get added to 
the pot and stirred in. The family is sure to love this one! 

 

This slow cooker Mongolian beef pairs well with steamed rice. Try serving it with a green vegetable 

on the side such as broccoli or asparagus. 

Prep time 10mins cook time 3 hours Serves 5 

 
 

INGREDIENTS  
 

• 2kg  skirt (or similar) steak thinly sliced against the 

grain 

• 1/4 cup cornstarch 

• 1 tablespoon toasted sesame oil 

• 1 teaspoon minced garlic 

• 1 teaspoon minced ginger 

• 1/2 cup low sodium soy sauce 

• 1/3 cup brown sugar 

• 1/2 cup water 

• 1/2 cup green onions cut into 1/2 inch pieces 

 

INSTRUCTIONS  
• Place the steak in a bowl with the cornstarch and toss to 

coat evenly. 

• Add the steak to the slow cooker. 

• Place the sesame oil, garlic, ginger, soy sauce, brown sugar 

and water in the slow cooker. Stir to coat the meat in the 

sauce. 

• Cover and cook on HIGH for 2-3 hours or LOW for 4-5 

hours.  

• Stir in the green onions, then serve. 
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The Fraser Coast Branch of Wildlife Queensland is inviting Nuala McClemon from the University of the Sunshine 
Coast to fill a much-needed slot in their Wildlife Library talks program; that is, information on macropods and 
specifically the Eastern Grey. 
Kangaroos are an iconic species. Eastern Grey kangaroos are often considered as abundant and of least concern. On 
a national scale that may be the case, but unfortunately declines are documented on a local scale. For example, Dr 
Beth Brunton of the University of the Sunshine Coast has studied the decline of Eastern Grey kangaroos in Southeast 
Queensland, finding that population declines are more likely in areas of urban development, that result in habitat 
loss and increased vehicle collisions. Nuala has become the researcher of this special project after the Fraser Coast 
Branch, concerned about the displacement of the Eastern Grey in the Hervey Bay area, contacted Dr Beth. As the 
region’s population is predicted to increase by 21% over the next decade or so, pressures are likely to increase as 
time goes by.   
  
Honors student Nuala is from the UK originally but has been a resident of Australia since 2005 after falling in love 
with the landscape, people, flora and fauna as a backpacker. A lifelong animal lover, who has previously worked as a 
dog trainer and walker, as well a wildlife carer and a ranger in a wildlife park, Nuala graduated from her Animal 
Ecology degree at the University of the Sunshine Coast in 2022 and embarked on her Honors project this year.   
  
The aim of the project is to use the data collected by the Fraser Coast Branch during their “Kangaroos in Focus” 
survey day alongside spatial data to assess potential movement patterns of kangaroos with the intention of creating 
a map and suggestions to provide to Council with the aim of lessening the impact of development on resident 
kangaroos. 
  
Nuala’s talk will be about this most resilient macropod including recent research, and the reason for focusing on a 
species that is not currently considered threatened. As well as elaborating on the process of using data to help 
predict species occurrence, movement patterns and how this technology is already being implemented worldwide to 
conserve species.  
 
Come along and find out more by booking on Eventbrite on the Council’s website. There will be two talks on July 21; 
the first in the Maryborough Library from 10am to 11am and the Hervey Bay talk will be at the Discovery Centre 
from 1pm to 2pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Research Project – Eastern Grey Kangaroo Talk July 21 
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University of Queensland  PhD research student Hieu Nguyen Thi  - Research Project Survey Invitation 

Thi is investigating the relationships between tourism impacts and community quality of life in 

nature-based tourism destinations. 

Her research objectives are to identify:  

(1)    The community’s perceptions of tourism impacts and influences on their quality of life 

and that of other community members. 

(2)    The relationship between/influence of their perceptions of tourism impacts on 

attitudes and support for tourism activities; and 

(3)    Factors that may influence community attitudes and reactions toward tourism 

activities. 

  

This survey aims to investigate K’gari tourism impacts on local people and communities (rather than 

tourists). The research targets three groups of residents: townships on K’gari; residents of River 

Heads, and Butchulla people. The survey will end by 8th July 2023. If you belong to any of these 

groups or consider yourself as a local to K’gari, and would like to participate in this research, please 

find the research information and survey at the link: https://shorturl.at/mBTU1 

OR Scan the QR Code here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Research Project Survey 

https://shorturl.at/mBTU1
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RHPA Membership Information 

Membership Benefits 

• Discounted members’ meals and drinks at the Friday evening RHPA Rivers Bistro & 
Bar 

• Automatic entry in the Membership Draw— 7pm at the RHPA Bistro & Bar. 
Members must be financial and present at the draw. 

• Reduced rate for RHPA Community Hall hire 

• Reduced rate for advertising in the River Heads Review 

• Reduced rate for party equipment hire. 

• Reduced rate for Stall Holders at the River Heads Markets 

Annual Membership is only $20 and is open to 

all residents and visitors. Forms can be downloaded from 

www.riverheads.org.au/membership 

MEMBERSHIP IS NOW DUE 

Don’t delay—rejoin Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

OPEN AT COMMUNITY 

HALL, 45 ARIADNE ST 

(OPP. SHOPS) 

EVERY FRIDAY 

EVENING FROM 5.30PM 

ALL WELCOME 

http://www.riverheads.org.au/membership
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Want to place an ad here.  
  

Business Card size—$55 per year           

1/4 page size—$129 per year 

1/2 page—$249 per year                            

full page size—$500 per year 

Contact  

revieweditor@riverheads.org.au   

mailto:revieweditor@riverheds.org.au
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