
 

 
 

 

Coral Albrecht, Jennifer Clarke and 
the RHPA put the call out for 
interested people to form a new 
gardening group to make use of our 
community garden. 

“There has been such a fantastic 
foundation put in place for the 
community garden with endless 
opportunities for all residents in River 
Heads and Booral including a base 
for friendship, fresh produce and 
importantly a calming, nurturing 
environment.” Coral said.  
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Left: Ollie shows Banjo off the field.   



David Lee MP – member for Hervey Bay  
 

The LNP has achieved the 43 key performance 
indicators set out in our 100 Day Plan, including the 
passing of the Making Queensland Safer Laws. 
  

Last week, the Crisafulli Government announced a 
$100 million boost to Surgery Connect which will 
allow thousands of Queenslanders, including 
residents in Hervey Bay and surrounding 
communities to receive timely elective surgery. The 
current elective surgery waiting lists have ballooned 
out to 66,000. 
  

The Surgery Connect Surge will deliver 10,000 
additional elective surgeries by the end of June, 
utilising private sector capacity to deliver planned 
elective surgery within private hospitals. 
  

Additional surgeries that will be delivered faster 
under this program will include cataract, tonsils and 
adenoids, and knee replacements. 
  

Surgery Connect Surge underpins our 2024 election 
commitment to stabilise our elective surgery wait list 
which had previously skyrocketed under Labor. 
  
 
 
 
 

I was privileged to support River 
Heads pharmacist, Mark McMurtrie 
and Community Flights at the recent 
Valentine’s Masquerade Gala 
Night. Community Flights do an 
amazing job in supporting free-of-
charge flight access to and from 
Brisbane for non-emergency 
medical treatment. 
  

Community Flight’s mission is to ‘close the gap on 
access to healthcare”. The Gala Night was a huge 
success raising over $8,500.00. Congratulations 
Mark, Elyse and the organising committee for 
putting on a great night. 
 

Clean up Australia day is not far away! 
Team Lee will be out at River Heads picking up 
rubbish for Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday 
March 2. Should you wish to join us, please contact 
my office on 4183 8100. 
 

Happy New Year River Heads. I look forward to 
serving the River Heads community throughout this 
term in parliament. 
 
 

A message from the Pres 
Well what a start to the new year. 
After recommencing our Friday night 
bistro in late January, we jumped 
into February with all guns a blazing. 
A near record crowd for our first 
BBQ night which returned rave 
reviews. The barbecue sizzled with 

prawns and chorizo, marinated Greek chicken, beef 
skewers and the usual accompaniments. All the 
while we were entertained with live music from Will 
Ramage, who a week later could be seen trying out 
for Australian Idol, well done Will.  

This huge attendance figure was blown away only a 
week later when the fishing club joined in to make it 
a MEGA raffle night. A crowd of over 85 guests 
including one of our life members, Jean Bridges, 
rolled into the hall, taking up every table and chair 
available. Our kitchen was emptied of just about 
every ingredient with the duck confit and the 
chocolate bombs, the stars of the show. We tip our 
hats and of course our forever gratitude, go to the 
folks in the kitchen and the volunteers on the night 
for setting the bar to a new high.  

And there’s even more news to announce.  We have 
a new cook coming on board to share the load, who 
specialises in theme nights. We can’t wait. Keep 
your eyes on our social pages for more information. 

Meanwhile the first fish meet of the year saw a great 
crowd at the weigh-in where a variety of fish photos 
hit the big screen. The usual sausage sizzle stopped 
the bragging for a short while but you can’t stop a 
story about the one that got away. Great rivalry but 
even greater mateship. Progress has been made on 
bringing the library back to a more user-friendly 
room with a couple of volunteers taking charge of 
the re-vamping and regular upkeep. More on those 
special volunteers hopefully next month. 

A call out on social media asked for volunteers to 
help bring the community garden back to its glory 
days. As of printing date for this review, we have had 
several people put their hand up to help out and the 
cleaning up, re-planting and fertilising shouldn’t be 
too far away. And as with all the things that the 
Progress Association has to offer, we welcome new 
volunteers to lend a hand. 

Our second, “meet the councillors” event was at the 
hall in February. Community members shared their 
concerns, posed the hard questions, and learnt what 
the council is planning. A good number of residents 
attended and while not every question got the 
desired answer, councillors left knowing that our 
community has concerns that we want addressed. 

Keith  

 



 

 

Community news  
Growing the community garden cont… 
   

Work has already begun to return our community 
garden to its former glory. Along with producing fresh 
produce for the bistro, the garden will encourage the 
sharing of information and plants among residents.   
 

If you would like to be involved comment on the many 
facebook posts or call the River Heads Progress 
Association on 0487 097 700.  

Black and White gala ball for charity 
 

Tickets are selling fast for the Black and White 
Gala Ball in aid of Ronald McDonald House 
Charities South East Queensland. 
 

Local Booral resident Stephanie Fitzgerald is 
organising the event and has been visiting 
businesses for the past month gathering goods 
for auctions, gifts and prizes. 
 

“I’ve tried to keep it with the local businesses 
around town and they have been amazing. You 
know, these people don’t know me and yet they 
are so giving. Unbelievable.” she said. 
 

Stephanie will be out and about from March 15-
22 to collect more items for the night. 
 

The ball will be held at the Hervey Bay RSL on 
Saturday, April 12 at 6pm. 
 

For all enquiries about the RMHC Gala Ball 
contact Stephanie on 0499 264 426 or email 
stefitz@bigpond.com. Please do not contact the 
RSL except to make cash donations or purchase 
tickets.   
 



 

 

Community news 

Romance and chook raffles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It might seem an odd 
combination to some but 
Fishing Club raffles for 
Valentines Night turned out to 
be a popular event. Who 
needs flowers when you can 
win a meat tray?  

Well done to the Fishing Club 
on another great raffle and 
the bistro crew for keeping 
up! 

Following a packed out BBQ 
night the week before (sorry, 
no photos, everyone was too 
busy), it was a busy February 
at the hall.  

Below: Another lucky membership 
draw winner, Wendy Blunden, 
wrestles the money from pres Keith.  



 

 

Community news 

Meet and greet with the councillors 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five councillors attended the Fraser Coast Meet and 
Greet in River Heads: John Weiland Div 7, Michelle 
Govers Div 5; Lachlan Cosgrove Div 6; Earl Truscot Div 
2 and Paul Truscot Deputy Mayor and Div 3 
representative.  
 

Subjects and ideas discussed included:  
 Booral/River Heads Road intersection 
 Boat ramp maintenance and pontoon repairs 
 Future of the foreshore caravan parks 

 Boundary and Booral Road intersection  
 Tree planting along streets in River Heads 
 Reserve garden maintenance, shelters and paths 
 The aging population of Hervey Bay and how to 

attract younger people to the area 

 The effort for Reward Program   
 The bike trail and pathway to Urangan  
 

To find out more information and to have your say 
Councillor Michelle Govers encouraged people to get 
on to the engagement hub Fraser Coast Regional 
Council website.  
.  



 

 

Community news 
  

  

 

First Foodie Friday – Paella 
Diners took advantage of a balmy end to February 
relaxing on the deck at Rivers Bistro. Even a couple 
of canine buddies enjoyed the night and smells.  



 

 

Fraser Radio – your local tourist information radio station  
By Ed Martin, station manager  

In the last month Fraser Radio has been busy 
behind the scenes working on various tasks to bring 
our broadcast to you 24 hours per day, seven days 
a week. In January we commenced our new 
streaming service providing an alternative means to 
receive our programming. Our streaming service is 
Australia wide, enabling a greater opportunity for our 
local community to reach out and tell its story to 
potential tourists around the country.  

Fraser Radio operates two transmitters one at River 
Heads and the other in Booral, nestled among rural 
settings on an elevated property. Over the past 
month, routine maintenance inspections at the 
Booral site were undertaken to check the 
equipment. This was particularly to ensure that 

recent storms had not impacted on the performance 
of the equipment. During our visit we caught up with 
Nick Shultz the property owner and proprietor of 
Urangan Fisheries. We are most grateful to Nick for 
his patronage of Fraser Radio and extended our 
sincerest gratitude for his continuing support.  

We are expanding the advertising style, introduced 
in 2024 with community groups to include 
advertisers. The Infomercials will provide a 
snapshot of the advertiser’s products or services for 
our listeners. We hope to expand on this style of 
advertising as we move forward. If you are 
interested to learn more email the station manager. 

Fraser Radio is a sub-committee of the River Heads 
Progress Association and we endeavour to support 

our local community, so please tune us in 
88.0 FM River Heads, 87.8 FM Booral. 
Alternately tune in to our stream via our web 
site or use the QR Code below to listen on 
your phone.    

We are always keen for additional 
volunteers, so email 
info@fraserradio.com.au   if you would like 
to join our team. 

Access our webpage - 
www.fraserradio.com.au or Fraser Radio – 
Tourist information on facebook.

Barry and Ed from Fraser Radio with property 
owner Nick Shulz at the Booral site.  



 

 

Council news 

Have your say on the future of Fraser Coast events
Fraser Coast residents and businesses can 
contribute to the future of local events by 
sharing their views as Council continues to 
develop its Fraser Coast Regional Events 
Strategy. 
 

Fraser Coast Regional Councillor Sara Diana 
Faraj said events play a vital role in bringing 
communities together, celebrating culture, and 
driving economic growth. 
 

“Events connect us – they showcase our 
region’s diversity, create shared experiences, 
and bring visitors to the Fraser Coast,” she 
said. 
 

“With world-class natural areas and unique 
venues, the Fraser Coast has the perfect backdrop 
for outstanding events. When visitors come here for 
events, they spend money at our local businesses, 
stay in our accommodation, and help create local 
jobs.” 
 

Cr Lachlan Cosgrove said Council remains 
committed to making the Fraser Coast an event-
friendly destination with events that deliver strong 
tourism and economic benefits. 
 

“We’re seeking input from residents, businesses 
and event organisers to help shape the future of the 
events landscape. What events do you love? What 
would you like to see more of? What makes an 
event great? Where should events be held? 
 

“We also want to understand the role the community 
believes Council should play in events.” 
 

Have your say by completing a short survey on 
Council’s Engagement Hub website –
https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/events-
2025– before 24 March 2025. 
 

In addition to the community survey, Council will 
also engage directly with event organisers to better 
understand the state of the local event industry. 
 

“This engagement will help refine our approach for 
the next two years while we work towards 
developing a more comprehensive, long-term 
strategy for 2026,” Cr Faraj said.

 

Hervey Bay 50m pool to close for five weeks for upgrades 
The 50-metre pool at the Hervey Bay Aquatic Centre 
will be closed from March 26 to May 1 for electrical 
upgrades, pipe repairs and essential maintenance. 
 

Fraser Coast Regional Council Director Strategy, 
Community and Development Gerard Carlyon said 
the closure was necessary to ensure the next stage 
of upgrades could progress safely and efficiently. 
 

“The Hervey Bay Aquatic Centre is being upgraded 
to meet modern standards and continue serving our 
community for decades to come,” he said. 
 

“Work on stage 1B began last month and is 
expected to finish by mid-year. Unfortunately, this 
means some temporary disruptions, including the 
closure of the 50-metre pool from late March to early 
May. 
 

“During this time, contractors will repair 
underground pipes, upgrade electrical cabling and 

lights, fill gaps under the pool, drain and clean the 
pool, and maintain the surrounding area. 
 
“By completing essential maintenance alongside the 
upgrades, we can minimise future disruptions to the 
community.” 
 

Mr Carlyon said the lagoon pool would remain 
closed until stage 1B were complete, and some 
pathways were restricted to ensure public safety. 
 

“We appreciate the community’s patience while this 
work is carried out,” he said. 
 

The stage 1B upgrades include a new interactive 
splash pad, activity tower and wet play equipment in 
the lagoon pool, new shade structures and 
floodlights for the 50-metre pool, and landscaping 
improvements. 
 



 

 

Council news 
Next steps for Council-owned caravan parks confirmed  
The redevelopment of the Pialba Caravan Park will 
resume, while plans will be prepared to explore 
alternative uses for the Torquay Caravan Park site, 
including as an open space with basic facilities or a 
premium playground and recreational hub. 
 

At its meeting today (Wednesday 26 February 
2025), Fraser Coast Regional Council considered a 
report on the future of the two Council-owned 
caravan parks, following a decision late last year to 
temporarily pause the redevelopment to allow for 
further review. 
 

Cr Zane O’Keefe said the Council-owned 
beachfront caravan parks have been operating for 
decades and need upgrades to meet modern 
standards and visitor expectations. 
 

“The Scarness Caravan Park redevelopment was 
completed last year, and the first stage of 
improvements at Burrum Heads finished earlier this 
year, with work now underway on the next stage,” 
he said. 
 

“The Pialba Caravan Park also has aging 
infrastructure that needs urgent upgrades. After 
reviewing cost-saving options, it was clear major 
reductions weren’t possible without lowering the 
quality of the park. That’s why we’re moving forward 
with the redevelopment using the current design.” 
 

Council will also develop concept plans for the 
Torquay site before seeking community feedback 
on its future. 
 

“We are looking at two alternative options for 
Torquay – an open space with basic facilities or a 

premium playground and recreational hub,” Cr 
Lachlan Cosgrove said. 
 

“We’ll be asking the community for their thoughts 
before making a final decision on whether to go 
ahead with one of these options, a hybrid option 
containing some elements of both, or continue with 
the Torquay Caravan Park redevelopment. 
 

“While the infrastructure at Torquay will eventually 
need upgrades, it is in better condition than Pialba, 
meaning there is less urgency to act immediately.” 
 

The next steps include preparing layout plans and 
cost estimates for the potential alternative uses of 
the Torquay Caravan Park site, followed by a formal 
public consultation process. 
 

“This is about making sure these sites provide the 
best value and experience for our community and 
visitors now and into the future,” Cr O’Keefe said.

 

Protect yourself from mozzies after hot and wet weather 
Fraser Coast residents are being urged to clean up 
around their homes and take precautions to avoid 
mosquito bites following hot weather and regular 
rainfall over recent months. 
 

Council Public Health spokesperson Cr Michelle 
Byrne said warm, wet conditions created perfect 
environment for mosquito numbers to boom. 
 

“Mosquitoes can spread serious diseases, such as 
Ross River virus, which is transmitted through 
bites,” she said. 
 

“Council staff are monitoring and treating known 
breeding sites to reduce mosquito numbers and to 

kill larvae before they take flight.”  
 

Residents can help by: 
 

 Emptying water-holding containers weekly; 
 Wiping containers to remove mosquito eggs; 
 Keeping roof gutters clear to prevent pooling; 
 Wearing insect repellent, loose clothing, and 

closed-in shoes when outdoors. 
 

“If it can hold water, it can breed mosquitoes, and 
as the weather warms up, this process happens 
even faster. Mosquitoes can fly many kilometres, 
but if they’re breeding in pots on your patio, they 
don’t have to go far to find someone to bite,” Cr 
Byrne said.



 

 

Council news 

Lower speed limits planned for Hervey Bay’s esplanade 
Fraser Coast Regional Council has endorsed lower 
speed limits on sections of the Hervey Bay 
Esplanade to improve safety for pedestrians, 
cyclists and drivers, while creating a more 
consistent traffic environment. 
 

At its meeting in February, Council agreed to 
progress changes that would see speed limits 
reduced along sections of the Esplanade, including: 
 Hervey to Robert Street: from 50 to 40km/hr 
 Elizabeth to Pier Street and Pier Street from 

Esplanade to King Street (Urangan): from 50 to 
40km/hr. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further speed limit reductions will be considered in 
the future, with the goal of lowering the speed limit 
from Beach Road through to Pier Street to 40km/hr 
as supporting infrastructure is introduced. 
 

Fraser Coast Regional Councillor Zane O’Keefe 
said the changes align with the Esplanade Master 
Plan Guideline. 
 

“The Hervey Bay Esplanade is one of our region’s 
most popular areas, attracting high levels of vehicle 
and foot traffic as people access the foreshore, 
parks, businesses and recreational spaces,” he 
said. 
 

“It currently has a mix of different speed zones, so 
creating a more consistent approach will make it 
safer and easier for everyone who uses it. Lowering 
speeds – particularly in high pedestrian areas – will 
help reduce the risk of crashes and serious injuries.” 
 

A review of crash data from the past five years found 
there were 40 reported crashes on the Esplanade, 
including nine involving pedestrians. 
 

Council will submit the changes to the Speed 
Management Committee before implementation. 
Further reductions considered as infrastructure 
improvements are introduced in the future. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Cheeky Home Cook creates – 
A very special chocolate mousse 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ingredients  
 

3 eggs separated 

125g dark cooking chocolate (70% cocoa) 

10g unsalted butter 

½ cup thickened cream 

3 tblsp caster sugar 

 
Method 

 Place whites in a large bowl and yolks in a 

small bowl. Whisk yolks until combined. 

 Break chocolate into pieces and place into a 

microwave safe bowl with the butter. Melt in 

30 second bursts, stirring in between, until 

smooth. Set aside to cool slightly. 

 Whip cream until stiff peaks form. 

 Whip whites until soft peaks, add the sugar, 

beat until firm peaks form. 

 Fold egg yolks into cream using a rubber 

spatula, some streaks are fine. Do not over 

fold. 

 Pour melted chocolate into cream yolk 

mixture and fold through, again some streaks 

are fine. 

 Add ¼ of the stiff egg whites to the chocolate 

mixture and incorporate thoroughly. 

 Pour chocolate mixture into egg whites and 

fold gently through until no lumps remain. 

 Divide mixture between four small glasses or 

pots and refrigerate for at least six hours.  

 Serve with fresh berries sprinkled on top. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you love books, 
check out your 
local library at 
the River Heads 
Community Hall.  

There are also a number of 
books for sale. 



 

  


