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Bunyip wins 
maiden race 
Spectators filled the deck of the 
River Heads Community Hall to 
cheer on their favourite crabby 
entrant in the River Heads 
Fishing Club Mud Crab Races 
in March.  

With a major handicap, single 
clawed, local boy Bunyip left the 
field behind in an impressive 
scurry to the finish line.  

Fashions on the field included 
sunnies and thongs. 

More photos inside. 

Left: Bunyip’s owner and trainer 
Kip celebrates the win 

We need you at the RHPA 
– volunteering, committee 

positions anything Call 
today 0487 097 700 



RHPA contact information 

Left: Ollie shows Banjo off the field.   



A message from the Pres - Keith 
How quickly is this year rolling 
on and how much has been 
jammed into it? 

Firstly may I wish well to any 
of the community across the 
Wide Bay area that may have 
been affected by TC Alfred 
and the storms that followed. 
Here at the hall, Alfred helped 

us find a few leaks that need repairing but mostly we 
got through unscathed. The fishing club wisely 
postponed that weekend’s fishing competition to the 
following weekend where once again, good crowds 
were in attendance to enjoy the day’s activities. 

The crew in charge of our Friday night bistro keep 
coming up with new ideas and themes, and in the 
main, have kept our members and guests interested 
enough to ensure we have “bums on seats”.  

Of course not everything goes to plan when you first 
try something new but we learn from our errors and 
strive to improve. But the introduction of the 
barbecue nights, the outdoor dining, the monthly live 
music and the culinary theme nights are all a step 
forward. So much so that we can boast an 
impressive increase in memberships this year. 
Maybe it’s the enticement of winning the jackpotted 
member’s draw, the discounted member’s meals or 
just a combination of all of the above. Whatever it is, 
let me say on behalf of our small band of hard-
working volunteers, it makes it all worthwhile when 
we see good crowds enjoying the evening and each 
other’s company.  

And speaking of volunteers, we were fortunate 
enough to be offered a “Bunning’s barbecue” day, 
where a small group made the sausages sizzle and 
the aroma of fried onions waft, drawing in the 
customers and raising much needed funds to help 
us continue to move forward. Our thanks go out to 
those involved. 

The continuing saga of our poorly conditioned boat 
ramp pontoon has got to the stage where we have 
had to take our local councilor, John Weiland, down 
to take photos of the rubber buffers that are falling 
off. At the time of writing, he has advised that he has 
reported it and has been able to confirm a date when 
maintenance to rectify will commence. We also took 
the liberty of sending a detailed email to our newly 
elected State Member, Mr. David Lee, pointing out 
some of his pre-election promises regarding the 
boat ramp. A copy of that email was sent to the Hon. 

Steven Minniken who also made an appearance at 
the boat ramp with his television crew in toe, to let 
him know that we also remember his pre-election 
promises. Along with one of our prominent fishing 
club members, we have managed to arrange an 
upcoming meeting with David to air our concerns 
and remind him that he is our voice to whichever 
authorities or government departments that need to 
be involved in rectifying the problems. 



John Weiland – councillor for Division 7 
As we progress into 2025, our community has 
already shown remarkable resilience in the face of 
challenges posed by Cyclone Alfred. I'd like to 
extend my sincerest gratitude to our dedicated staff 
for their swift and targeted responses.  

During this process it was identified that River 
Heads and Booral received state government 
support grants, but were not identified for federal 
assistant grant funding. Due to this, I have visited 
flood damaged properties in the area and gathered 
photographic evidence. With this evidence, council 
is now pursuing this so that River Heads and Booral 
residents can access these funds. Keep an eye out 
for updates 

Before the cyclone, excessive weather had already 
exposed some infrastructure concerns. Our roads 

and drainage teams are working diligently to 
address these issues and restore functionality as 
soon as possible. 

As we look ahead, I'm committed to supporting local 
businesses, community groups, and advocating for 
vital services and infrastructure.  

Our community's kindness, spirit and resilience 
inspire me daily. I'm honoured to represent our 
community and look forward to continuing our work 
together. 

Stay tuned for upcoming community chat dates, 
which will be announced on my Facebook page and 
the River Heads community pages. Thank you again 
for your unwavering community spirit. 

 

David Lee MP – member for Hervey Bay  
 

Recent flooding from Cyclone Alfred has 
significantly affected Hervey Bay businesses, and 
homes and we all recognise the huge challenges 
that we are facing in recovery. To support this, the 
council and Crisafulli Government have set up the 
Hervey Bay Business Recovery Hub at the Hervey 
Bay Jobs Ready Office, 65 Main Street, Pialba and 
a Community Recovery Hub at the Hervey 
Bay Library 161 Old Maryborough Road Pialba. 

 

Hervey Bay Business Recovery Hub Services 
include: 
1. Council and State Government representatives 

providing recovery advice. 
2. A small business counsellor offering mental 

health support. 
3. Direct connections to government agencies for 

financial aid, including concessional loans. 
4. Access to flood assistance materials and utility 

contacts (Ergon and NBN). 
 

Business financial assistance: 
Disaster business assistance Loans up to $250,000 
for repairs, restocking and sustaining operations. 
 

Essential working capital loans – Up to $100,000 for 
operational expenses.    
        

Applications via QRIDA (www.qrida.qld.gov.au) 
1800 623 946. 
 

Businesses are urged to take advantage of this 
support. The Fraser Coast business community is 
resilient, and together, we will recover and rebuild. 
 

Community Recovery Hub Services include: 
1. Emotional support and psychological first aid. 
2. Assistance with State Government Personal 

Hardship grant applications. 
3. Information and advice, various agencies on 

how to manage a safe and successful recovery. 
 

Community financial assistance 
A range of disaster assistance, including emergency 
payments is available to impacted residents. 
 

Affected residents in activated areas can check 
eligibility, payments and apply 
via www.qld.gov.au/disasterhelp or by calling the 
Queensland Community Recovery Hotline 
1800 173 349. 
 
 
 



  

Community news 

John Bridge memorial pool competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John and Jean Bridge life members of the River Heads 
Progress Association. 

John was always involved in supporting the group 
through functions, fishing club and pool nights; often 
running the bar. 

Unfortunately last year John passed away after his 
battle with cancer. Sadly missed and much appreciated 
it was decided to arrange a memorial trophy at pool in 
his honour. 

Four comps are held over the year with the winners of 
each to play in the final. 

Unfortunately Peter McAlpine could not attend the 
March 19 final, so the final was made up of winners and 
runners up.  

Players: Peter Hodor, Mort, Nick and Wally played two 
semi-finals, the winners played for the trophy. 

Both semi-finals and final were played over three 
games, the first was Peter v Nick and the second Mort v 
Wally. Both were very close games going to three. 
Peter won the first and Wally the second. 

The final was very exciting going to three very close 
games and coming down to the black ball. 

Congratulations to our winner, Peter Hodor, becoming 
the first name on the memorial trophy. 

Thank you to everyone who played throughout the year, 
it was a lot of fun. Thank you to the bar staff (Mark and 
Peter) and thank you to the River Heads Progress 
Association for supporting this event. 

Wednesday is pool night and everyone is welcome.    
 

Thanks, Wally 
 

Above: Jean Bridge presenting the trophy to winner Peter 
Hodder: Below: with friends Trish, Celena and Klaus. 

Below: Jean with competition 
organiser and friend Wal. 

Mort, Nick and Pete playing 
the semi-finals.  



 

 

Community news  

 

Local 
volunteer 
recognised 
Huxley Althaus was 
nominated and won 
the trophy for 
Greatest contribution 
by a volunteer 2024 
with Quality Lifestyle 
Support, a Disability 
Support 
Organisation in 
Toowoomba, 
Queensland.   

 

Flooding means changes to the 
Black and White Ball 

Due to recent damage to the RSL ground floor 
area, from flooding, changes have been made to 
ensure the Black and White Gala Ball goes ahead. 

With the support of sponsors and the RSL the 
event will now be held at The Hervey Bay 
Clubhouse, Hervey Bay Golf Club. 

Tickets sales closed April 4. 

Doors will still open at 6pm and close at 7.15pm. 

For all enquiries about the RMHC Gala Ball contact 
Stephanie on 0499 264 426 or email 
stefitz@bigpond.com. Please do not contact the 
RSL except to make cash donations or purchase 
tickets.  

March Asian 
Foody Friday  



 

 

Out and about with Asha 
 

Hi my name is Asha Kenzig, I am 13 years old, a home-
schooler and live on a small hobby farm in Booral. 

Things I love are the outdoors; my favourites are 
fishing, crabbing and exploring. 

One early morning we were checking our crab pots and 
saw something in the distance on the mudflats and we 
went ahead to discover a sea turtle. 

Soon after, a volunteer from ‘Turtles in Trouble’ arrived 
to assess it as someone had called and reported the 
turtle. She explained never to touch a turtle that you 
find, instead to call 0493 242 903. 

We learnt that this turtle was approximately 10-20 
years old and a teenager. He was found to be fit and 
strong as across the shoulders was ‘meaty and 
muscular’.  As there were no signs of wounds or 
sickness, they said he was likely to be basking in the 

sun while waiting for the 
tide to come back in.  
Luckily there was an 
incoming tide so he was 
able to happily return to the 
water.  

Did you know that a turtle’s 
shell is like our fingerprint, 
each one unique? 

It’s now time to go 
exploring some more, so 
stay awesome.  



 

 

Fishing Club news 
What an incredible turnout for our latest Fish Meet. 
Word is spreading, and the excitement is building - 
our monthly events are bigger and better than ever.  

With outstanding catches, a sizzling barbecue (huge 
thanks to our sponsors Kawangun Meats and 
Bakehouse 13), The River Heads Cup - crab race, 
our tomato growing challenge, and plenty of laughs, 
it was a day to remember. 

A big thanks to Anaconda Hervey Bay and RTM 
Hervey Bay for their ongoing support—our anglers 
truly appreciate it. 

Outstanding catches 
Our anglers did not disappoint, 
with some seriously impressive 
catches hitting the brag board this month. 
 

Junior Outstanding Catch – Lucas with a 57cm 
Mackerel 

Ladies Outstanding Catch – Amanda with a 46cm 
Blackall 

Men’s Outstanding Catch – Darryl with a 63cm Cod 

Secret Length Winner – Richard with a 55cm 
Mackerel 
 

A huge thank you to our incredible sponsors – 
Fisho’s Tackle world Hervey Bay for supplying 
fantastic prizes, and a special shout out to Shannon 
Watson from Daiwa Australia for donating junior 
rods. Lucas was over the moon to be the first 
recipient. 

 

 

The tomato growing contest  

Who will be the ultimate green thumb? 
The challenge is on! 18 competitors 
have planted their seeds (all from the 
same batch), and now it’s a race to 
see who can grow the biggest, juiciest 
tomato. Rivalries are heating up as the 
first sprouts emerge - stay tuned for 
progress updates. 



 

 

Fishing Club news 
The River Heads Cup - Crab Race 

With 13 feisty contenders battling for glory this was a 
massive hit with the crowd. Check out these creative 
crab names: The Fast and the Claw-rious, My Shell-
fifer, Crabitivitys, Clawrence, Barry, Crawler, Jack 
Daniels, Bunyip, Chilly, Rubie, Mud Crab, Pivot and 
440. 

With the crowd on the edge of their seats, it was a 
nail-biter, but Bunyip took the win, with Chilly close 
behind. In the end, everyone was a winner, as all 
competitors got to take home freshly cooked mud 
crab. Now that’s a race worth entering. 

What an event. Thank you to everyone who 
participated, volunteered, and supported the club. 
We’re already counting down the days until the next 
one.  

Stay hooked for more updates details and let’s make 
2025 an unforgettable year for our fishing community.  

Until next time, keep those rods bent and tight lines.  

Upcoming Events 

Fish meet: Friday, April 4, 5am start to Sunday, April 
6, ends 2pm. Weigh-in starts at 3.15pm. 

Friday night raffles: Get ready for a great night of fun, 
fantastic meat trays and community spirit on April 11. 
We can’t wait to see you there! 

Stay Connected 

If you’re interested in joining or have any stories you 
would like to share, please send to 
riverheadsfishingclub@gmail.com  

Join our Facebook group to stay up-to-date on all 
club events and announcements – search for River 
Heads Fishing Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joining our Fishing Club - Here’s what we are all about  
 Monthly fish competitions: get ready for some 
thrilling fishing challenges throughout the year. 

Photo competition: showcase the beauty of our 
surroundings and your fishing experiences. The 
winner will be drawn at the end-of-year 
presentation. 

Social events: there will be plenty of opportunities 
to connect with fellow anglers, share stories and 
build lasting friendships. 

 

Club trip away: enjoy some fun-filled fishing 
adventures with your mates – a great way to 
make memories and forge new bonds.  

Interclub competition: represent River Heads 
as we compete against other local fishing 
clubs for bragging rights.  

Club raffle night: don’t miss our fun-filled raffle 
night. Join us from 5pm on Friday, at the RHPA 
Hall for a night of prizes, laughter, and 
community spirit. 



 

 

Walk at the Maryborough Showgrounds 
By Max Hunter - Wildlife Qld. Fraser Coast Branch              
 

March 1, dawned with threatening cyclone Alfred off 
the coast, a lowering dark sky and showers of rain. 
Several very heavy showers on the way to 
Maryborough made me consider pulling off the road 
to let them pass. On arrival at the showgrounds I 
was staggered to see seven carloads of people 
milling around waiting for the action to begin at 8am. 
 

At the beginning of this year the site held the 26th 
Australian Scout Jamboree attracting 7500 scouts 
and 2000 volunteers. Estimated to project $3 million 
into the local economy and involved sites in Hervey 
Bay. Apart from Australian there were scouts from 
New Zealand, United Kingdom, Canada, South 
Korea, Norway and Sri Lanka.  This was a highly 
successful Jamboree and enjoyed by all. 
 

Maryborough Show was first held in 1875 under the 
auspices of the Maryborough, Wide Bay and Burnett 
Pastoral and Agricultural Society and featured local 
craft, produce and livestock, equestrian and wood 
chopping events and a grand parade. It was held at 
a site in Maryborough now occupied by the Chelsea 

Gardens 
Retirement 
Village, being 
moved to its 
present site at 
Maryborough 
West in about 
1982. The show 
was held 
annually except for 1919 (world influenza 
pandemic), during WWII when the buildings were 
occupied by the military and 2020, due to COVID. 
 

27 walkers set off to circumnavigate the site, starting 
with the area occupied by the scouts. There were 
remains of an obstacle course comprising devices 
for swinging, climbing, crawling and balancing in 
water and mud. One interesting feature was a plank 
containing an array of clay sculptures.  Sadly, just 
four days later they had largely reverted to their 
base material. We then followed the fence line along 
Nagel Street where the old TAFE college is located 
(the site of an upcoming walk). 
 

We next inspected an area which is being 
developed for an equestrian cross-country course 
with numerous jumps already installed. Much to 
everyone's delight we arrived at a covered shelter 
with picnic tables and a barbecue area to partake of 
our morning tea and to compare notes.   
 

Phase 2 was a short loop around the Lagoon. The 
first part of this was quite challenging with fallen 
branches, long grass and creepers, but we survived 
and arrived at the track which was plain sailing along 
the back of the water with numerous waterlilies.   
 

There was little wildlife in the main equestrian area 
sighting only two kangaroos. The area is an open 
forest and ideal koala habitat. Many of their favoured 
trees are present: Qld Peppermint, Qld Blue Gum 
and Yellow Stringybark. Perhaps when the area has 
recovered from the scouts they may move in.   
 

A number of bird species were seen around the 
lagoon area which was teeming with dragonflies, 
other insects and spiders.  A few of the keener 
naturalists spotted a number of Chocolate Argus 
butterflies. The birdwatchers in the group recorded 
22 bird species, many near the lagoon.  
 

The equestrian area requires permission to enter 
but the lagoon area is accessible to the public.  
 

Footnote: The next walk will be held at Musket Flats, 
Mt. Doongul on Sunday, April 6. See Wildlife Qld. 
Fraser Coast Branch’s facebook page for details. 



 

 

Fraser Radio – your local tourist information radio station  
By Ed Martin, station manager  

Welcome to our March update for Fraser Radio, a 
sub-committee of River Heads Progress 
Association Inc. We are operated by volunteers who 
are passionate about our local region.  

Our thoughts go to those impacted by the recent 
flash flooding brought on by ex-cyclone Alfred and 
take this opportunity to thank all those organisations 
and individuals working hard to restore our region. 

In the last month Fraser Radio has migrated its 
programming to the newly acquired computers 
thanks to the Smarty Grants (FCRC) program. 
These new computers will enable us to continue our 
broadcast and streaming services for years to come.  

Fraser Radio is always keen to promote information 
about the Fraser Coast of interest to tourists, visitors 
and locals. If you have something to communicate, 
please email info@fraserradio.com.au 

If you are interested in advertising your business or 
activity, why not consider Fraser Radio. We offer 
two basic packages, six month $200 or 12 month 
$360. These include a basic script and audio 
production. We provide a mix of music ranging from 
the 60s, 70s, 80s through to the present day. 

We look forward to informing and entertaining our 
listeners through our FM radio broadcasts or via the 
on-line stream 
https://webplayer.fastcast4u.com/touristf/. 

Thank you to our supporters for their assistance and 
contributions including, Urangan Fisheries, FCRC, 
Hervey Bay RSL and RHPA. We also wish to thank 
our advertisers for their continued support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Council news 
Have your say Fraser Coast’s transport future 
Fraser Coast residents are encouraged to share 
their thoughts on the region’s transport future as 
consultation opens for the Fraser Coast Integrated 
Transport Strategy (FITS). 
 

Fraser Coast Regional Council Roads and 
Transport spokesperson Cr Denis Chapman said 
the strategy would provide a 25-year vision to 
ensure the region’s transport network could support 
the growing community and economy. 
 

Consultation period from March 17 to April 25, 2025. 
Share views via an online survey or at pop-up 
information stalls at markets and shopping centres. 

Complete the survey and find more information at: 
 FCRC Engagement Hub 

https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/fc-
transport-strategy 

 Email: FITS@tmr.qld.gov.au 
 Phone: 1800 335 625 (select option 3)  
 Post: FITS Project Team, Department of 

Transport and Main Roads, Wide Bay Burnett 
District, Locked Bag 486, Bundaberg QLD 4670 
 

Cr Chapman said the strategy would consider all 
transport modes, including road, freight, public 
transport, active transport, air, rail, and marine. 

 
  

Have your say Fraser Coast’s future infrastructure 
FCRC is seeking community feedback on a new 
plan identifying future roads, footpaths, parks, 
water, sewer, and community facilities to support the 
region’s growing population. 
 

The Local Government Infrastructure Plan (LGIP) 
will help Council plan, fund, and deliver the essential 
services and facilities needed to support growth in 
the Fraser Coast over the next 15 years. The 
consultation period March 17 to April 30, 2025 
 

Key updates in the proposed LGIP include: 
 Growth forecasts – projections from Qld Gov 

Statistician’s Office plan and other sources. 
 Priority Infrastructure Area (PIA) changes – 

areas best suited for growth. 
 Updated schedule of works – major works 

needed over the next 15 years. 

 Revised plans for infrastructure – where future 
infrastructure will be upgraded or delivered. 
 

View Local Government Infrastructure Plan: 
 https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/loc

al-government-infrastructure-plan-consultation-
2025  

 Service centres in Hervey Bay/Maryborough. 
 

Submissions can be made: 
 https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/loc

al-government-infrastructure-plan-consultation-
2025 

 strategysustainability@frasercoast.qld.gov.au 
 Post: PO Box 1943, Hervey Bay, QLD, 4655 
 Service centres in Hervey Bay/Maryborough. 

New plan sets the stage for Brolga Theatre’s future 
Fraser Coast residents can expect more diverse 
performances, improved facilities and greater 
opportunities for local artists as part of the Brolga 
Theatre’s new five-year strategic plan. 
 

The five-year strategy focuses on four key priorities: 
 Optimising the theatre’s use; 
 Delivering a diverse program – Showcasing 

national, international, and local performances; 
 Strengthening community connections –

accessibility, inclusivity and; 
 Supporting the arts industry. 

 

The plan was developed following extensive 
community engagement in late 2024. Over 80 
stakeholders contributed to the strategy’s 
development, while a public survey attracted almost 
100 responses with 85% of participants agreeing 
with the vision for the theatre’s future. 
 

For more information, visit https://brolgatheatre.org 
 



 

 

Council news 
Fetch some fun at Maryborough’s 
A Dog’s Day Out  
Get ready for a tail-wagging good time at A Dog’s 
Day Out in Maryborough with exciting competitions, 
prizes, giveaways and more. 
 

Fraser Coast Regional Councillor Michelle Byrne 
said the event is returning to Brendan Hansen Park 
on Sunday, April 13, from 8am to midday. 
 

“This event is a wonderful opportunity for families to 
enjoy time with their pets while also promoting 
responsible pet ownership,” she said. 
 

“Winners of the Best-Dressed Dog, Best Dog Trick 
and the Owner Look-alike competition will each win 
a $100 Fraser Coast Buy Local Gift Card. 
 

“The fun day will also feature market stalls and pet 
products complete with dog treats, toys and all the 
goodies your pooch could want.” 
 

Cr Daniel Sanderson said the event will also provide 
free microchipping and first-time dog registration. 
 

“In the Fraser Coast, it is compulsory for dogs to be 
registered with Council from 12 weeks of age and 

within 14 days of owners moving to the region,” he 
said. 
“To coincide with this event, Council is expanding 
the desexing rebate, offering all residents a $100 
rebate for desexing their dog or cat throughout April. 
 

“The Dogs Day Out event is a fantastic opportunity 
for pet owners to learn more about responsible dog 
ownership, access free microchipping, and register 
their dog for free while having a paw-some day out 
with their furry friends.” 

 

Turn your artwork into a bookmark and win 

Fraser Coast Libraries’ Design-a-Bookmark 
competition is back, with residents invited to have 
their artwork shared with the community. 
 

Fraser Coast Mayor George Seymour said the 
annual competition is a chance for people of all ages 
to express themselves creatively and showcase 
their artistic talents. 
 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for budding artists to 
see their work professionally printed and enjoyed by 
the community,” he said. 
 

All winners will receive a $50 Fraser Coast Gift 
Card, presented at a special ceremony in May. 
 

Winning designs will also be professionally printed 
and available for free at all Fraser Coast libraries. 
 

Cr Daniel Sanderson said last year’s competition 
attracted 257 entries across five age categories, 
with the 60+ category proving a hit. 
 

“There is no set theme this year, with winners to be 
selected based on originality, creativity and 
reproducibility,” he said. 
 

Competition categories include: 6 years and under; 
7 to 11 years; 12 to 17 years; 18 – 59 years  and 
60+ years  
 

To enter, you must be a Fraser Coast Libraries 
member which is free. Sign up online at 
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/libraries-
memberships 
 

Entry forms are available at any Fraser Coast 
Libraries branch or downloaded from Council’s 
website at  www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/design-
bookmark 
 

Entries close April 17, winners announced in May. 
 

 



 

 

The Cheeky Home Cook creates – 
Anzac Biscuits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients  
 

1 1/4 cups plain flour, sifted 

1 cup rolled oats 

1/2 cup caster sugar  

3/4 cup desiccated coconut 

150g unsalted butter 

2 tablespoon golden syrup or treacle 

1 1/2 tablespoon water 

1/2 teaspoon bicarb soda 

Method 

 Pre heat oven to 170 c fan forced 
 

 Place flour, sugar, oats and coconut in a 
large bowl and stir to combine  
 

 In a small saucepan place the golden syrup 
and butter and stir over low heat until the 
butter has melted  
 

 Mix the bicarb with the water and add to the 
golden syrup mixture. It will bubble while you 
stir together so remove from the heat  
 

 Pour into the dry ingredients and mix until 
fully combined 
 

 Roll tablespoons of mixture into balls and 
place on a lined baking tray, pressing down 
on tops to flatten slightly  
 

 Bake for 12 minutes or until a golden brown 
 

 Enjoy with a cup of tea or coffee, or anytime 
really  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

If you love 
books, check 
out your local 
library at the 
River Heads 
Community Hall.  



 

  


