
 

 River Heads Progress Association 
              The River Heads Progress Association acknowledges the Butchulla people - the Traditional Owners of the land we 

live, work and play on, and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

April 2026. Issue 328 

Fishing Club at beautiful Boondooma  



RHPA contact information 

Volunteer coordinator 

Good with people and organising?  

Help build a volunteer pool, keep a 

register and organise rosters.  

Bistro manager 

If you know your way around a 

working kitchen and hospitality then 

this is for you. 

Ensure the smooth running of the 

bistro, its people and goods. 

Cook or food prep 

Love to cook and make people 

happy?  

Definitely talk to us about a job in 

the kitchen. 

Washing up 

If you’re happy with your hands in 

the sink and helping out where you 

can, we need you.   

   

Projects and Grants 
We need your ideas 

A hole in one’s roof gives one time to ponder – and 

ponder we have! Let’s consider long overdue projects for 

River Heads and apply for the grants to achieve them. 

Grants come in all shapes and sizes so... 

What do you think River Heads needs? 

Thoughts so far – picnic tables reserve, enclose hall 

veranda, rock wall near boat ramp, tree planting,  

Send your ideas to review@riverheads.org.au        

subject line PROJECT 

We will follow up with a community meeting soon 

mailto:review@riverheads.org.au


RHPA President – Ian Marsden 
This is my first report after taking on the 

president’s role from six months as  

vice president.  

The year started with storms and rain 

and plenty of it. We had windblown and 

damaged shade cloth and water leaks in the roof. 

The leaks presented as holes and damp plaster 

board and all in all it was a proper mess. As the 

building is owned by the council we are waiting for 

them to assess the damage. This means, of course, 

we have been unable to hold our usual bistro nights.  

We did have a great Australia Day, no problems with 

a leaky roof there and a welcome back BBQ and 

music for around 80 people. Depending on 

volunteers, we hope to have regular Friday night 

events as soon as the kitchen is repaired and safe. 

Anzac Day Dawn Service at the hall again this year 

with the cadets of TS Krait, dignitaries and music. A 

gold coin donation for the gunshot breakfast will be 

presented to the cadets. Many thanks to local  

member Mr David Lee for his support.  

It’s always busy at the hall and we need a healthy 

volunteer list to keep it going. We have around 200 

members and 20 odd volunteers. It would be great 

to double the volunteers so we don’t wear people 

out. Ask any of the committee members to put your 

name forward and become part of the team. 

Our committee looks forward to a great year with 

lots of work done as well as having fun together.  

Wishing you all a happy and safe Easter.  

David Lee MP 
We promised we’d take action on e-
bikes and e-scooters, and last week 
we introduced new laws into 
Parliament to make Queensland safer. 

Our reforms include restricting e-
mobility devices to over 16s, speed limits, licensing 
requirements, new seizure powers for police and the 
introduction of random breath testing for riders. 

Labor left police ill-equipped to enforce regulations, 
introduced a botched $2 million subsidy scheme & 
turned a blind eye to illegal e-bikes & e-scooters.  

More than 6,000 injuries related to e-mobility 
devices were reported at Queensland Emergency 
Departments between 2022 and 2025. 

The Crisafulli Government is delivering these 
reforms to make Queensland safer. 

Division 7 Councillor John Weiland 
It’s almost Easter so I hope everyone 
is looking forward to a long weekend. 

At Council, we have received our 
planning scheme amendment back for 
the state government with the tick of 

approval. Now is the most important stage, which is 
for the community to use the consultation phase to 
scrutinise and give feedback. This can be found 
simply "googling" Fraser Coast Planning Scheme 
community feedback, and you will find your way to 
the "Have your say" page.  You can view the 
proposal, make a submission or book a 15-minute 
meeting with a planner to help understand any 
issues. This part really is vital as we need to know 
your view. I personally don't think it's perfect, and I 
hope to work through it again before adoption. Your 
feedback can help guide that process. 

I am again disappointed that no announcements 
have come around funding for the pontoon, but hold 
hope that it still may come sooner rather than later. 
I have however, requested some preliminary data 
be collected to evidence the need for a review of the 

configuration of the boat ramp precinct and 
requesting an updated design to submit for funding. 
River Heads boat ramp precinct sees hundreds of 
thousands of people every year, but more 
importantly, it is a vital piece of infrastructure for our 
community. It is not a fast process, but I will continue 
to take the steps to get the investment into it that 
reflects its importance to the local community, 
greater region and also as a world renowned tourist 
destination gateway.  

I will also be hosting a community chat this month at 
the hall at the date and time below. Finally just 
another congratulations to River Heads Fishing 
Club, Number 1 in the region! 

.  

 

Community Chat 
 
 

6pm Tuesday, April 21, 

River Heads Hall - See you there 

 



 

 

Community news  

Our Bunnings barbecue boys are at it again 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes we wonder where all of the volunteers 

have gone. Then Geoff puts the word out that we can 

hold another Bunnings Sausage Sizzle to raise money 

for our River Heads Community Hall and these 

legends roll up their sleeves and get stuck in.  

You are all absolutely brilliant and we thank you so 

much for everything you do.    

Speaking of barbies… 

Has anyone noticed our scmick new 

barbecue in the picnic area outside the 

River Heads Community Hall? 

Fraser Coast Council has been busy as 

well it seems.   

Can’t wait to put it to good use soon  

Want to join these legends? 

Man the tongs, type a letter, 

sweep a floor or wash some 

dishes. It’s a good community.  

We would love to hear from you. 

0487 097 700 



 

 

Fishing Club news 
Despite some tricky conditions, the March fish meet 
was another fantastic event –as always, the River 
Heads crew brought the fun and laughter in spades. 

March winners 

Men’s – Rick Russel, 88cm threadfin salmon 

Juniors – Lucas Henderson, 30cm tusky 

Secret length – Richard Morton, 65cm blackall 

Member’s draw and code word – Amy Townshend 
(double win) 

Meat tray winners – Bobby and Bianca, Trish and 
Nick and Bella 

Sponsor love 

A big thank you to Kawungan Quality Meats tray 
sponsors and to The Meat Station and SPAR 
Express River Heads for keeping everyone well fed, 
Bakehouse 13 for fresh bread and all the trimmings.   

Tomato growing competition 

The legendary Tomato Growing Competition returns 
in April. Seeds will be available at the weigh in, so 
come ready to start your quest for garden glory.  

Fish meet 

April 10-12. We’re excited to launch our brand new 
leader board app, created by our very talented Greg 
Townshend. Members can now track their scores 
online. Scan the QR code (available at the weigh-
ins) to download the app and get started.  

Stay connected 

Keep an eye on club updates for raffle details and 
reopening of the RHPA bistro.  

2026 River Heads Cup – mud crab races 

What an absolute crowd favourite! 

Our expert crab PBR wranglers handled the 
competitors like seasoned pros – each muddie was 
paraded before the cheering crowd and sent to the 
green under the sound of the iconic bugle. 

Creative crab names stole the show this year, 
including: Crabitivies, Lenny Crabitz, Mud Slinger, 
Percy, Jim, Ozzy, Flipper, Rusty, Thrasher and The 
Fast and the Clawrious. 

2026 Rive Heads Cup Mud Crab Champion 666 

Proud owner and trainer Adam Whitaker was 
overcome with emotion after the big win – though 
he’s keeping his muddie’s training regime a secret 
until next year’s showdown. 

See you all at the April meet – rods ready, smiles 
on, and good luck to all 



 

 

Fishing Club News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rumble in the mangroves 

Lake Boondooma trip 



 

 

Fishing Club News 

Thanks for the 

photos 

everyone.  

What a great 

weekend.  



 

 

Wildlife Matters 

What Bird is that? 
Are you wondering what bird visited your birdbath 

this morning? Would you like to know the 

differences between certain species? Your queries 

will be answered by local ornithologist, Christine 

Heiser who will be the speaker for the Wildlife 

Library talk in April. 

“I have over twelve years' experience as a 

birdwatcher, travelling locally, around Australia and 

overseas. In the last few years, I volunteered to be 

a vetting officer for Birdlife Australia’s annual 'Aussie 

Bird Count'. This was a wonderful opportunity to 

further my knowledge of where and what birds can 

be found at lesser known locations” Christine says. 

“In my presentation, I will firstly identify the 

difference between a birdwatcher and a twitcher, 

which includes a little history of how birdwatching 

developed and how it is becoming such a popular 

interest.  I will then explore the identification of birds 

locally, their environment, why they are in this area 

and what behaviours those birds have.” 

You can join Christine at the Hervey Bay Library on 

April 17 and in the Maryborough Library on April 24. 

Both talks run from 1pm to 2pm.  



 

 

Community Groups 

Locals hooked on crochet 
We held our first crochet gathering this week 
and had a great turnout, with eleven people 
coming along. The group included a good mix 
of beginners and more experienced 
crocheters, which worked really well. 

There was a range of projects on the go: 
blankets, cardigans, a bag, and plenty of 
granny squares. It was nice to see such 
variety, with everyone working at their own 
pace. 

One of the highlights was how naturally people 
helped each other out. Those with more 
experience were happy to jump in and guide 
beginners through stitches and patterns, which 
made the session feel relaxed and inclusive 
without being overwhelming. 

If you’d like to keep up with future meet-ups, 
share your progress, or ask for tips between 
sessions, make sure to join our Facebook 
group. It’s an easy way to stay connected and 
be part of the group as it grows. 

Social Crochet @ River Heads Community 
Hall Facebook.  

Sheree Henley

It’s always a good break at pool 

Wednesday night pool at the River Heads Community 

Hall is going from strength to strength. 

From casual games to yearly comps, everyone gets to 

have a go. 

Every Wednesday from 6pm. 



 

 

Community Flights – celebrating four years 
Join Us for a Special Weekend 

We’re thrilled to invite our community to celebrate a 
very special milestone - Community Flights’ fourth 
birthday. 

To mark the occasion, we’re hosting a birthday and 
fundraising joy flight weekend May 30-31 at 
the Hervey Bay Aero Club, and we would love for 
you to be part of it. 

Over the past four years, Community Flights has 
proudly supported individuals and families by 
providing free air transport to access vital medical 
care. This milestone is not just about us - it’s about 
the incredible community, volunteers, pilots, and 
supporters who have made it all possible. 

What’s happening across the weekend? 

Our birthday celebration on Sunday 9am–2pm will 
be a fun, family-friendly event with something for 
everyone, including: 

 Live music to keep the atmosphere buzzing 

 Delicious food, including German sausages 

 A licensed bar 

 Kids’ activities and entertainment 

 Meet our volunteers and learn what we do 

Across both Saturday and Sunday, we’ll also be 
running our much-loved Fundraising Joy Flights. 

These scenic flights offer a unique opportunity to 
experience the Fraser Coast from above while 
supporting our mission. Every ticket sold helps us 
continue providing free flights for patients in need. 

Joy flights must be pre-booked via our website, and 
spots are limited - so we encourage you to secure 
your seat early to avoid missing out. 

Why it matters 

Every joy flight taken, every sausage sizzled, and 
every dollar raised helps keep our planes in the air 
for those who need it most. This event is a vital 
fundraiser that allows us to continue changing lives 
through access to medical care. 

Come celebrate with us 

Whether you’re joining us for a flight, bringing the 
family down for a fun day out, or stopping by to show 
your support, we would love to see you there. 

Let’s celebrate four incredible years and look ahead 
to many more. 

 

 



 

 

Fraser Radio – your local tourist information and entertainment  
By Ed Martin, station manager 

 

Booral, River Heads and Streaming Australia Wide.  

If you’ve been tuning in to our program, you’ll know 
we regularly include short features about our local 
area, history, and places to visit. 

This month, we’re adding Burrum Heads and 
Torbanlea to our series. Stories about their early 
days, how coal mining helped shape each 
community, and some of the unique attractions that 
make them special today. 

While researching we uncovered some remarkable 
facts about Queensland. Did you know our state is 
home to rainforests older than the Amazon? Or that 
Queensland hosts a ‘living fossil’ a type of fish that 
can breathe out of water? Incredible! 

Closer to home, K’gari continues to be one of the 
Fraser Coast’s crown jewels. Just a short ferry ride 
from River Heads, it’s the world’s largest sand island 
and the traditional land of the Butchulla people. 
K’gari offers many sites, including Lake McKenzie, 
Maheno Wreck, Eli Creek and Central Station. The 
island’s name was recently changed from Fraser 
Island to the traditional Indigenous name, which 
means ‘paradise’. 

Where to from here, well there’s plenty more stories 
to be told about our local region and surrounds. 

At Easter, we at Fraser Radio wish you and your 
families a safe and peaceful holiday weekend. Two 
weeks later, we commemorate ANZAC Day, 
pausing to remember those who gave their lives for 
the freedom we enjoy today, “Lest We Forget”. 

In March, our station received a new equipment 
cabinet, an exciting step that upgrades our storage 
and security at River Heads. 

Listen in on 87.8 FM in the Booral region or 88.0 FM 
in River Heads. Or stream us Australia-wide, so 
wherever you are you can keep Fraser Radio in your 
ears. 

If you wish to advertise on Fraser Radio please 
email us at info@fraserradio.com.au  

Fraser Radio – Information and Entertainment for 
the Fraser Coast and beyond. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@fraserradio.com.au


 

 

Council news 

Packed program for Youth Week 
A glow-in-the-

dark beach party, 

fishing comps, 

laser skirmish 

battles and 

inflatable days at 

the aquatic 

centres are 

among more than 

30 activities 

planned across 

the Fraser Coast 

for Youth Week. 

Fraser Coast 

Deputy Mayor Sara Diana Faraj said more than 30 

free and low-cost events would be held across the 

region from 11 to 19 April as part of Queensland 

Youth Week. 

“Highlights include Youth Fest at the All Abilities 

Park and Seafront Oval in Pialba, pump track music 

sessions with Bay Beats in Hervey Bay and Borough 

Beats in Maryborough, and Youth Maker Markets,” 

she said. 

“Our young people are an important part of the 

Fraser Coast and Youth Week is a great opportunity 

to celebrate them while creating fun and welcoming 

spaces for them to connect with others,” she said. 

Some events require bookings and places may be 

limited. For the full program and to register visit: 

www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/Youth-Week 

 

Next step for dog beach rules 

“Dog owners told us they wanted clear rules about 

where their dogs can be off-leash or on-leash, while 

many beachgoers also wanted dog-free swimming 

areas.” Animal Management spokesperson Cr John 

Weiland said.  

“The changes give dog owners more space to 

exercise their pets while making sure our busiest 

swimming areas and important wildlife habitats are 

protected.” 

Stage 2 changes planned for later in 2026 include: 

 Extended dog-free stretch Scarness Jetty to 
Robert St 

 Dog-free stretch from Reef World to Urangan 
Marina, a landmark-to-landmark boundary 

 Shorebird protection zone Pulgul Creek and 
Moolyyir Creek September 1 to March 31 

 Updated beach signage once changes are final. 

These follow the introduction of 24 hour off-leash: 

 Scarness: Tooan Tooan Ck to Scarness Jetty  

 Urangan: Margaret St groyne to Dayman Park  

 Urangan: Moolyyir Ck to Pulgul Ck (until Stage 
2 begins) 

On-leash areas remain available for people and 

dogs who prefer them. If a beach is not signed as 

off-leash or dog-free, dogs must be on a leash. 

 “Please remember that off-leash does not mean out 

of control. Dogs must remain under effective control 

at all times and respond reliably to recall,” Councillor 

Weiland said. 

“Off-leash areas are places where dogs will naturally 

approach and interact, so owners should make sure 

both they and their dog are comfortable socialising 

around other people and dogs.” 

View the updated map and learn more about dog 

etiquette at frasercoast.qld.gov.au/dog-zones 
 

Animal desexing rebates extended 

Council will temporarily double its animal desexing 

rebates to all residents during June. 

Council agreed to increase payments under its 

Animal Desexing Reimbursement Incentive to $200 

for a dog and $100 for a cat for desexing procedures 

carried out between 1 and 30 June 2026. 

Residents must live in the Fraser Coast region and 

provide documentation confirming the animal was 

desexed within 60 days of the procedure. 

The desexing rebate program is funded through 

animal registration fees, helping reinvest those 

funds into responsible pet ownership initiatives 

across the Fraser Coast. 

Residents can register for the events: 
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/environmental-
events  

http://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/Youth-Week
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/environmental-events
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/environmental-events


 

 

Council news 
Free native plants for local projects 

Community groups, schools and environmental 

volunteers can soon apply for free native plants, with 

the first round of Council’s 2026 Plant Donation 

Program on April 1. 

Cr Zane O’Keefe said applications close on 31 May, 

supporting projects linked to National Tree Day and 

other local environmental initiatives. 

“… Council donates locally grown native plants from 

the Fraser Coast Community Nursery to help 

community groups restore and enhance our natural 

environment,” he said. 

“The nursery, located at the northern end of the 

Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens, grows more than 300 

species of local plants with the support of volunteers 

and staff.” 

Cr O’Keefe said the rounds were scheduled to 

ensure plants had time to grow and could be planted 

during suitable seasonal conditions. 

Plants approved under Round 1 can be collected in 

July and ready for planting as part of National Tree 

Day activities July 26 and other projects.  

https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/plant-
donation-program 
 

Kauri Pine adopted as official tree 

Council adopted the Kauri Pine as a symbol of the 

region’s culture, history and natural environment. 

Mayor George Seymour said the Kauri Pine grows 

naturally on K’gari and the mainland and was a 

fitting symbol for the region. 

“It represents strength, endurance and the deep 

connection between our community and the natural 

environment. The Kauri Pine can live for more than 

a thousand years and grow up to 50 metres tall, 

making it one of Australia’s most impressive 

rainforest trees,” he said.  

“By the 1860s, Kauri logs harvested from K’gari and 

surrounding forests were milled in Maryborough, 

helping establish the region as a centre for timber 

export, engineering and manufacturing,” he said. 

“Demand also contributed to the construction of 

Queensland’s first steam locomotive, Mary Ann, 

built in Maryborough in 1873.” 

Cr Seymour said the species also held important 

cultural connections for the Butchulla People. 

“Known traditionally as Nunmoola, the tree was 

used for medicine and tools and features in stories 

linking people to Country,” he said. 

The Mayor planted a 

Kauri Pine at Brendan 

Hansen Park in 

Granville in memory of 

the late Peter Olds 

OAM, who first 

suggested the species 

as the Fraser Coast’s 

arboreal emblem. 

Water and sewerage projects nominated for housing fund 

Fraser Coast Regional Council will seek Queensland Government funding for two major water and 

sewerage projects with capacity to support more than 11,000 new homes across the region. 

Council agreed to nominate the Fraser Coast Water Grid and Pulgul Sewage Treatment Plant upgrade 

for Round 2 of the Queensland Government’s Residential Activation Fund. 

“The Water Grid project will strengthen water supply connections between Maryborough and Hervey 

Bay, improving reliability and long-term water security.” Cr Lachlan Cosgrove said.  

“The Pulgul Sewage Treatment Plant upgrade will increase wastewater treatment capacity to support 

future residential growth across the region. 

Cr Cosgrove said securing funding through the program would help accelerate infrastructure delivery 

while reducing costs for Council and ratepayers. 

 

https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/plant-donation-program
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/plant-donation-program


 

 

The Cheeky Home Cook creates – 
Cranberry chicken bake 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients  
 

2 chicken breasts 

1tbsp olive oil 

½ tsp salt 

Pinch pepper 

1 tsp dried thyme 
 

Cranberry sauce 

½ cup cranberry sauce 

2 tbsp honey 

1 tbsp olive oil 

1 tsp Dijon mustard 

Juice half a lemon 
 

Ricotta topping 

½ cup ricotta cheese 

1 tbsp olive oil 

1 tbsp parsley chopped 

Pinch pepper 

Method 
 

 Preheat oven to 200C. Place chicken breasts 

in baking dish and season with olive oil, salt, 

pepper and thyme. 

 In a small bowl mix cranberry sauce, honey, 

olive oil, Dijon mustard and lemon juice. 

 Pour the cranberry mix over the chicken and 

bake for 20-25 minutes until chicken is fully 

cooked. 

 Remove from the oven and add dollops of 

ricotta cheese on top. Return to the oven for 5 

minutes until slightly warmed. 

 Serve with a fresh salad and enjoy. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

If you love 
books, check 
out your local 
library at the 
River Heads 
Community Hall.  



 

 

 


