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RHPA contact information

There’s always plenty to do at 

the River Heads Hall 

If you want to join in - bring your 

ideas and bring yourself, we 

would love to hear from you. 

Events coordinator 

Do you enjoy planning a party? 

Maybe this is for you.  

Planning, booking and organising 

events with the committee and 

volunteers. 

Food prep 

Love to cook and make people 

happy?  

Talk to us about a job in the 

kitchen. 

Washing up 

If you’re happy with your hands in 

the sink and helping out where 

you can, we need you.   

   

Projects and Grants 

We need your ideas 

A hole in one’s roof gives one time to ponder – and 

ponder we have! Let’s consider long overdue projects 

for River Heads and apply for grants to achieve them. 

Grants come in all shapes and sizes so... 

What do you think River Heads needs? 

Thoughts so far – picnic tables reserve, enclose hall 

veranda, rock wall near boat ramp, tree planting,  

Send your ideas to review@riverheads.org.au        

subject line PROJECT 

We will follow up with a community meeting soon 

mailto:review@riverheads.org.au


RHPA President – Ian Marsden 

Hello again members and residents 

of River Heads and Booral. 

I would like to offer a warm welcome 

to our new vice president and Bistro 

Manager, Neil Shardlow. Neil has 

come on board to assist the 

committee and to look after the Bistro operations 

with Wendy. 

Due to the May Day long weekend our first bistro of 

the month had a low attendance resulting in a loss 

for the evening. Wendy’s Foodie Friday with 

Japanese Cuisine, however, proved popular with a 

good attendance on the second Friday.  

Keep an eye on facebook and the RHPA website for 

regular updates. There are also posters out the front 

and the large sign out the front of the hall. 

With the Bistro closed on the third Friday the new 

Sunday Sesh was a great success for the first time 

event and the barbecue night on the fourth Friday 

was well attended.  

The members draw has not gone off for several 

weeks now and the cash is building up to a nice little 

sum. Remember you have to be present on the night 

to claim the prize. 

The committee and myself would like to sincerely 

thank all patrons for their support since we 

commenced operating again this year. A big thank 

you also to the Wednesday night pool players for 

their continued support.  

And of course our amazing volunteers – none of this 

would happen without you.  

 David Lee MP 

More Queenslanders are completing 

their apprenticeships than ever 

before. 

We’re delivering a record number of 

tradies and new apprentices to get 

our state building again. 

New data shows we’ve had the highest number of 

apprenticeship completions in the past year, with 

almost 13,000 Queenslanders now qualified and 

ready to enter the workforce. 

Labor’s decade of decline and lack of investment 

created a skills shortage in our State – and we’re 

fixing that.  

Our government is proud to back Queenslanders 

taking on apprenticeships with programs like Free 

Tafe and Free Apprenticeships for Under 25s. 

Whether it’s infrastructure for the 2032 Games, 

health projects or the thousands of homes we’re 

unlocking for Queenslanders, we are building the 

Queensland of the future and creating the pathways 

for anybody who wants to help us do so. 

John Weiland – Councillor Division 7 

The past few weeks have been 

particularly interesting, especially 

with the Sheraton Resort 

development reaching its final 

outcome. The agreed compromise, 

reached through mediation between 

the developers and the opposing group, will see one 

tower constructed at 16 storeys and the other at 12 

storeys. As is common in council, development 

approvals do not always translate into completed 

projects, however, I personally believe this 

development is likely to proceed. 

In other development news for our area, works are 

currently taking place on the western side of River 

Heads Road/Ariadne Street. After making enquiries, 

I discovered the development has held approval for 

quite some time. At this stage, our planning team is 

still uncertain whether construction is now set to 

commence, but I will continue to monitor the 

situation closely and keep the community updated. 

As we reach the midpoint of 2026, and following the 

recent Volunteer Appreciation Week, I would also 

like to extend my sincere thanks to all the volunteers 

who help make our community a better place to live. 

The RHPA and the committee of the River Heads 

Fishing Club are outstanding examples of this 

contribution. I encourage everyone to take a 

moment to acknowledge these exceptional 

individuals, who generously give the most valuable 

thing any of us have, their time. 



 

 

Community news – Foodie Friday 

 

Welcome back Darryl! 

It was a Japanese themed Foodie Friday in May. Great to see 

so many smiling faces, plenty of new ones and of course our 

regulars.  

An after dinner read 
and enjoying the RHFC 
raffles 



 

 

Community news – Biggest Morning Tea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying the raffles 

Fundraising with a view 

Around sixty people filled seats for this 
year’s Biggest Morning Tea held at 
Fraser Views.  

Along with wine and high tea, raffles 
were held with big prizes like a $500 
Eureka voucher won by Christine and a 
$500 K’gari Stays voucher won by Jodie 
Mackenzie.  

Over $2500 worth of prizes were 
donated by Hervey Bay and River 
Heads businesses including: River 
Heads Property Sales, River Heads 
Pharmacy, River Heads Spar, RHPA, 
River Heads RV Park and so many 
community members. 

RSL Hervey Bay, The Depot Espresso 
Bar, The Ibis Next Door, Whitt Street, 
Ashleigh Manley and so many more.  

With so much help we reached our 
target of just over $3000. Thanks to 
everyone who took part and helped on 
the day. 

Liz 

 



 

 

Community news – happenings at the hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music, views and happy raffle winners at the Sunday Sesh on the Deck in May 

State of 

Origin 

Just like home, Sheree 

and Lisa discuss crochet 

and game play 
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Karen’s Krazy Karaoke 
So much local 

talent! Who 

knew?  

A night of fun 

and laughs while 

raising money 

for Careflight.  

Volunteers on 

the night - Pete 

and Neil.  

Enjoying a game of pool 

before the real game starts 

Live at the hall - 

local commentators 

critique the game 

State of 

Origin 

It’s always a good time 

to crochet 



 

 

When it comes to creating a memorable 

atmosphere, music makes all the difference — and 

that’s exactly what The Bay DJ deliver.  

Bringing energy, experience, and a passion for 

entertaining, this dynamic duo knows how to keep 

the good times rolling for every occasion. 

Covering an incredible range of music from the 50’s 

right through to today’s favourites, James and 

Tammy cater to all ages and tastes. Whether you 

love the classics of the 60’s and 70’s, the dance hits 

of the 80’s and 90’s, Country favourites, Rock’n’Roll, 

or Pop anthems, they know how to read the crowd 

and keep the dance floor alive. 

More than just music providers, they offer a 

complete entertainment experience, including 

professional lighting, smoke machine effects, and 

MC services to help events run smoothly from start 

to finish. 

Available for weddings, birthdays, parties, New 

Year’s Eve celebrations, community gatherings, 

corporate functions, and special events, The Bay DJ 

is ready to bring the soundtrack to any good time.  

They also cater for themed events, with customised 

music and presentation options available depending 

on booking timeframes. 

Supporting local communities is important to them, 

with discounts available for local events, while still 

being happy to travel wherever the party takes them. 

If you’re looking for friendly, reliable DJs who know 

how to create a fun and welcoming atmosphere with 

great music, The Bay DJ is ready to make your next 

event one to remember. 

Call today on 0419 480 832.  

Music & sway with The Bay DJ 



 

 

Fishing Club news 

 

 

June Fish Meet  

If the number of fish on the big screen was 
anything to go by, our members are mastering 
fish psychology and landing the “big one”.  

June delivered one of the biggest weigh-ins 
we’ve seen yet, with a whole lot of quality fish 
finding the scoreboard. 

It may be winter but the fishing is heating up. 

June results 

Men – Richard Morton 74cm Flathead 

Ladies – Bianca Henderson 48cm Cod 

Junior – Ari Moody 66cm Blue Salmon (on fly!) 

Secret Length – Ryan 32cm, Milsy 70cm 

Members Draw – Elliot 

Code word – Graeme. “Brass” because it was 
colder than a brass monkey. 

Kawungan Quality Meats winners 

$50 meat tray – Mick 

$25 meat trays – Gary and Neil 

Congratulations to all our winners and anglers 
who put fish on the board this month. 

We appreciate the ongoing support from Fishos 
Tackle World, BCF, Anaconda, Daiwa, Road 
Tech Marine, Hervey Bay Golf Club, Kawungan 
Quality Meats, The Meat Station, Bakehouse 
13, SPAR Express River Heads and Dominos. 
Give these legends a fishy round of applause. 

From rods and lures to vouchers, camping gear, 
pizzas, meat trays and more, our sponsors 
continue to spoil our members each month and 
we’re incredibly grateful for their support. 

Special thanks to The Meat Station for feeding 
the masses with their delicious BBQ snags. 
Nobody ever leaves a Fish Meet hungry 

Club Shoutouts 

Thanks to weigh master extraordinaire Gaz, 
who stepped up as MC while Pres Ben was 
away. And to our committee members, 
volunteers and behind the scenes legends who 
keep the wheels turning. 

There’s plenty happening and we can’t wait to 
see you all at the next one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Meat tray winners – Mick, 

Neil and Gary. 

What’s happening in July 

July Fish Meet – July 3-5 

Hervey Bay Fishing Classic – July 3-5 

QR code on next page. 

Christmas in July - July 17-19 

There’s been casualties and there’s been triumphs in 

the annual tomato growing competition. Keep an eye 

on Facebook for updates on this and other upcoming 

RHFC events 



 

 

Fishing Club News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers are an essential part of keeping 
community alive. There are so many 
volunteer-lead groups on the Fraser Coast, 
all desperately seeking help.  

We all have something to contribute so never 
feel like you can’t do it. As little as an hour a 
month could make all the difference.  

Save our communities –                       
one small job at a time  

Three days of fishing-

good-fun to be had, with 

something for everyone. 

Over $120k in prizes 

including three boat, 

motor & trailer 

packages. 

We are excited to host 

you all alongside our 

new venue partner, 

Hervey Bay Sports Club.  

July 3-5, 
2026 

Tickets 

on sale 

now 



 

 

Wildlife Matters – Library Talk 
It is quite a common practice to miss the scenery as 
we drive on the highway surrounding us. However, 
there is one flora species that stands out from the 
grey-green Wallum and that species is the grass 
tree [Xanthorrhoea] - endemic to Australia. 

The June Wildlife Library talk will be presented by 
Lindsay Titmarsh, renowned local identity and 
owner of Tandora on the Mary-Susan River 
system. He will be speaking on the Tandora 
grasstrees. The property has thousands of acres of 
grasstrees, quite often numbering many hundreds in 
a small area. Many topics will be covered including 
growth rates, bush fires, cause of flowering, reason 
for multi heads and toxicity to cattle. 

Grass trees are the first plants in the bush to recover 
after a fire. Although they are slow growing, their 
flower spears grow at an astonishing rate. They 
have hidden growth rings. 

Birds and bees depend on the nectar from the 
flowers. There are two species growing at Tandora. 
Many years ago, grass trees killed more of the 
property’s cattle than anything else. 

Multi-heads are formed only after certain conditions 
are met, and then they only flower prolifically after 
certain weather events. 

Make sure you don’t miss this fascinating talk by 
Lindsay. He will be speaking in the Hervey Bay 
Library on June 19 and in the Maryborough Library 
on June 26. Talks run from 1-2pm. 



 

 

Fraser Radio – your local tourist information and entertainment  

By Ed Martin, station manager  

Where has the year gone? It is that time again for 
our large marine friends to migrate north from 
Antarctic waters.  

If you are considering something to do, whale 
watching is certainly up there for excitement and 
exhilaration. Related events include: the Blessing of 
the fleet, July 10 and the Parade of Lights, August, 
29.  So join in, you’ll have a Whale of a Time! 

We’re featuring Maryborough this month, a township 
established in 1848 and once again hosting the 

Relish Food and Wine 
Festival on Saturday, 
June 6,10am to 5pm.  

In July the annual 
Mary Poppins Parade 
will return, which 
celebrates P.L. 
Travers, the creator of 
the Mary Poppins 
character and who 

was born in Maryborough in 1899.  

If you visit the Story Bank you can see the home she 
was born in. Every year visitors dress up in costume 
creating an amazing atmosphere for the event.  

Maryborough is just 35-minute drive from River 
Heads and so much on offer including a Military and 
Colonial Museum, Bond Store, Art Galleries, River 
Side Parks and the Brolga Theatre.  

If steam trains are your thing, why not ride the iconic 
Mary Ann Steam Train from Macalister Station 
behind the Bond Store in Wharf Street. Walk the 
streets and admire the architecture of buildings from 
the past.  

Learn more from Fraser Radio 87.8 FM Booral and 
88.0 FM River Heads. 

No radio? No worries… you can stream on: 
https://webplayer.fastcast4u.com/touristf 

From Booral to River Heads and streaming Australia 
wide, have you tuned in to Fraser Radio lately?  

 



 

 

Council news 

Winter events to add $7 million boost 
More than 30,000 visitors and locals are expected 
to attend 18 major events across the Fraser Coast 
over the next three months, generating more than 
$7 million in economic benefits for the region. 

Deputy Mayor and Events spokesperson Cr Lachlan 
Cosgrove said Council’s investment in attracting 
and supporting events was delivering real economic 
benefits while creating more opportunities for 
residents to enjoy high-quality experiences. 

“Events bring real benefits to our region, from 
supporting accommodation providers and 
hospitality venues through to creating flow-on 
opportunities for local businesses and showcasing 
the Fraser Coast to new audiences,” he said. 

“By attracting major sporting events and festivals, 
we’re not only delivering experiences for our 
community, but also positioning the Fraser Coast as 
a destination capable of hosting increasingly larger 
events into the future, including opportunities linked 
to the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.” 

Among the sporting events is the Hervey Bay Half 
Marathon on June 21, the Under 14 Girls Hockey 
State Championships from June 28 to July 1 and the 
All-Girls Statewide Rugby League Carnival which 
includes the BMD Premiership game in July. 

“The Fraser Coast will also host a Queensland 
Pickleball Tournament in August, reflecting the rapid 
growth of one of Australia’s fastest-growing sports,” 
he said. 

“…followed by Garagefest, a two-day automotive 
festival featuring classic cars, live entertainment and 
family activities on June 20 and 21. 

“The Odyssey Festival, celebrating retro music and 
nostalgia with tribute performances and camping 
experiences, will take place in July, while the much-
loved Mary Poppins Festival returns to 
Maryborough on July 5. 

“Our events calendar is not just focused on Hervey 
Bay and Maryborough, with events also bringing 
visitors and activity to smaller communities through 
initiatives such as the Tiaro Field Day, Tiaro Bulls 
and Barrels and the Burrum Coal Discovery 
Festival. 

“Our region offers fantastic venues, a supportive 
community and experiences that competitors and 
visitors genuinely enjoy, which is why more event 
organisers are choosing the Fraser Coast.”

Young people to help shape region’s future 

Young people across the Fraser Coast will have more opportunities to shape Council decisions under a 
new Youth Engagement Framework endorsed by Fraser Coast Regional Council. 

The Framework will help Council better understand what matters to young people and use those insights 
to inform future planning. 

This includes issues such as education, job opportunities, housing, recreation and broader lifestyle 
factors that influence whether young people choose to stay and build a future on the Fraser Coast. 

The Framework was developed following a motion raised by Cr Faraj seeking ways to better understand 
the priorities and aspirations of young people aged approximately 12 to 24 years. 

The Framework proposes several ways to better understand the needs and priorities of young people, 
including - Dedicated youth engagement activities; Ongoing feedback through existing Council 
interactions; Research into social and economic trends; and stronger partnerships with organisations 
working with young people. 

Information gathered through the Framework will help shape Council planning, advocacy, and future 
programs, as well as annual work priorities. 

Cr Faraj said the aim was to ensure young people’s feedback leads to practical outcomes. 



 

 

Council news 

Council backs Time Cannon tradition 
Fraser Coast Regional Council has endorsed 
actions to protect and preserve Maryborough’s Time 
Cannon collection while supporting efforts to 
reinstate the city’s long-standing weekly Time 
Cannon firing tradition. 

The original Dutch East India Cannon, gifted to the 
city in 1877, was fired daily until 1890 at 1pm by the 
Electric Telegraph Department to allow residents to 
keep time until the installation of the Town Clock. 

Replica cannons were introduced in 1988 to 
reinvigorate the heritage story through weekly 
market firings and ceremonial events, becoming 
known as the Maryborough Time Cannon. 

Council endorsed relocating the cannons to 
compliant storage, strongly supporting efforts to 
reinstate the weekly Time Cannon firing tradition 
and seeking further investigations before any 
additional actions are taken. 

The decision follows extensive consultation with the 
Queensland Police Weapons Licensing Branch, 
which confirmed firing cannot continue under 
current laws after Council’s cannons were classified 
as Category R artillery. 

Cr Paul Truscott said the community’s connection to 
the Time Cannon remained strong. 

“For almost 150 years, the Time Cannon has been 
part of Maryborough’s story, and many people feel 
strongly about protecting that history,” he said. 

“That’s why Council has spent significant time 
exploring whether there was a safe and legal way 
for firing to continue before receiving advice 
confirming it cannot continue under current laws. 

“While Council must respond to the advice we have 
received, we don’t want to see the story of the Time 
Cannon end here.  

“Council has strongly endorsed the return of the 
weekly Time Cannon firing tradition, and we have 
written to the Queensland Premier seeking support 
to explore whether there may still be opportunities 
to preserve this important part of Maryborough’s 
identity. 

“Our focus now is on protecting the cannons while 
continuing to explore opportunities to recognise and 
celebrate the Time Cannon for future generations.” 

 
Brolga takes live music to aged-care facilities 

Fraser Coast aged-care residents are enjoying live 
music from the comfort of their homes, with the 
Brolga Theatre’s Morning Melodies program taking 
live performances into facilities across the region. 

Mayor George Seymour said the popular program is 
now in its second year, delivering live shows to 18 
aged-care facilities across the Fraser Coast. 

“Music has the power to spark joy, bring back 
memories and create a real sense of connection,” 
he said. 

“Many of our senior residents can’t easily visit the 
theatre, so we’re taking the experience to them. 

“Each performance features a Fraser Coast local 
musician and gives residents a chance to sing 
along, connect and enjoy something special.” 

Cr Seymour said the strong response from last year 
has led to the program becoming a regular part of 
the Brolga Theatre’s offering. 

“We’re now halfway through this year’s program, 
and the feedback from residents and staff has been 
incredibly positive,” he said. 

“Eight performances remain in this year’s series, 
with the final show scheduled for June 30 at 
Parklands Aged Care. 

“Given the response so far, we’re planning to 
continue the program next year, so even more 
residents can experience the benefits of live music.” 

 



 

 

 

The Cheeky Home Cook creates –  

Sweet potato, red lentil and coconut curry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients  
 

1 tbsp oil 

1 onion finely chopped 

3 cloves minced garlic 

1 tbsp ginger grated 

2 tbsp curry powder 

1 tsp ground cumin 

1 tsp turmeric 

1 cup red lentils, rinsed 

2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and cubed 

1 can coconut milk 

3 cups vegetable stock 

1 can diced tomatoes (optional) 

Handful of spinach leaves 

Salt and pepper 

Fresh coriander or parsley garnish 
 

 

Method 
 

• Heat oil in a large pot and saute onions until 

soft then add garlic and ginger.  

• Stir in curry powder, cumin and turmeric 

• Add red lentils, sweet potato, coconut milk, 

vegetable stock and diced tomatoes (if needed) 

• Stir well while you bring to the boil then simmer 

gently for 30 minutes or until lentils are soft and 

sweet potato is tender. 

• Add spinach leaves last minute to wilt. 

• Season with salt and pepper and serve hot with 

rice and flat bread 

• Garnish with coriander or parsley 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you love 
books, check 
out your local 
library at the 
River Heads 
Community 
Hall 



 

  


