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Ian Marsden - RHPA President

Hello again members and residents of 
River Heads and Booral.  
 

This year is certainly slipping away with 
less than four weeks until the Progress 
Associationôs Annual General Meeting 
on August 27 at 6pm.  

 

Notifications and information on how to vote and 
nominate are advertised in this River Heads Review, 
online at riverheads.org.au and through the River 
Heads Progress Association Facebook page.  

There are some positions where the incumbents are 
not re nominating and require new members for the 
committee.  
 

To quote the famous saying from President J.F. 
Kennedy "Ask not what the Progress Association 
can do for you but ask what you can do for the 
Progress Association". 
 

We all enjoy a good time and the members who 
serve you at the Bistro and Sunday Sesh are all 
volunteers. This is how the Association survives. I 
look forward to seeing you at the AGM. 

 

John Weiland ï Division 7 Councillor 
Itôs a new financial year, and the biggest 
council project in our history is almost 
complete. The new community library 
and admin centre has sparked mixed 
views, but this council inherited the 
responsibility to deliver it, and weôve 

done that. Yes, itôs been a significant cost, but it will 
allow us to cut staff worksite expenses by reducing our 
current 53 sites which will achieve ongoing savings in 
our operational budget. The official opening is on 
August 31, and if youôre in town I encourage you to 
drop in and see it for yourself. 
 

Last month, council adopted a budget that includes a 
5.08% rates rise. Given the cumulative cost burden on 
ratepayers since we were elected, and the clear 
feedback from my recent ñbudget-focusedò community 
chat series, I opposed another above-CPI increase 
throughout the process. Our Deputy Mayor Cr 

Cosgroves, Cr Paul Truscott, Cr Daniel Sanderson 
and I all voted against the budget. My position was to 
challenge each department to find efficiencies, savings 
and to refocus on core business. The vote was lost 7ï
4, but I will continue to represent the views of Division 
7 residents in future budget discussions. 
 

I also want to acknowledge growing concerns about 
property damage and theft at the boat ramp precinct. 
Itôs not enough to simply say this is a police matter, so 
I have formally requested that council increase lighting 
and CCTV coverage in the area. Iôll be pushing for 
these improvements through the upcoming budget 
process, to help make the precinct safer for everyone 
who uses it. 

 

David Lee MP 

I know many residents and regular 
users of the River Heads pontoon, have 
been keen to hear about progress on 
the floating walkway and pontoon 
upgrade. 
 

I'm pleased to advise Maritime Safety Queensland has 
confirmed the project funded, recognising River Heads 
as one of our region's most important marine access 
points for both passenger and recreational vessels. 
 

The existing pontoon has experienced ongoing 
damage from flooding/wave action over several years.  
 

This new design has been chosen to improve: 
¶ Safety for users 
¶ Resilience to weather and marine conditions 
¶ Vessel manoeuvrability; and berthing efficiency 

 

While construction is anticipated to begin by early 
2027, important planning work is already 

underway.  This includes environmental and cultural 
heritage assessments, detailed design work, 
approvals and procurement processes that must be 
completed before construction can commence. 
 

I understand the community is eager to see these 
improvements delivered, and I have been advised that 
the project is being progressed as quickly as 
practicable while ensuring all Queensland 
Government requirements are met. 
 

River Heads plays a vital role as the gateway to Fraser 
(K'Gari) Island and our beautiful Great Sandy Strait, 
and this upgrade will help ensure the facility can safely 
and effectively meet community and visitor demand 
well into the future. 
 

I will continue to keep the community informed as 
further milestones are reached and more information 
becomes available. 

COMMUNITY CHAT: River Heads Hall 1pm, 
Sunday, August 23 at 1pm (prior to the Sunday 
Sesh). Hope to see you there.  



 

  



 

 

Community news ï Sunday Sesh in July 
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Community news ï upcoming events 

River Heads Blues  ï Women ón Blues 
River Heads Blues will be highlighting Women in 
Blues this year at the Fraser Coast RV Park on 
September 12.  

Get ready for a fantastic day of live music featuring 
an incredible lineup of female-fronted acts, including 
Vix and the Slick Chix, Jacqui Walker Band, Lini, 
Sugar Game.  

Dance along with local favourites, Rhubarb Tarts 
and we welcome back the popular Olivia Ruth, Miz 
Bully Band, Red Robyn, and Donna Hourigan & The 
Turnaround Band. 

The event is held between 10.30am and 9pm and 
will be capped at 300 entries. This is also a dog 
friendly event so bring your mate along. 

The event is BYO with onsite catering, and the event 
is wheelchair accessible.  

Costs: $100 for adults and $50 for children.  

Contact Suzanne at frasercoastrvpark.com.au or 
call 4125 7119 for further information or to book 
your ticket.  Above: Vix & The Slick Chix 



 

 

Community news  

David Batt Community Chat  

Federal Member for 
Hinkler David Batt 
MP resumed his 
latest óStraight off 
the Battô mobile 
office at River 
Heads last week. 

Mr Batt said Parliamentôs winter recess 
provides the perfect opportunity to meet 
directly with locals across the vast 
electorate. 

ñIt was a fantastic turnout at River Heads 
and I thank everyone who attended, 
raised their concerns and asked 
questions,ò Mr Batt said. 

ñThe mobile office is a chance for face-
to-face discussions and no appointment 
is required. 

I want to make the most of every moment 
Iôm not in Canberra to best understand 
the issues that matter the most.ò 

Mr Batt and his staff provide support with 
matters relating to Centrelink, veteransô 
affairs, immigration, taxation and all 
Federal Government issues. 

The Federal Member is also urging River 
Heads residents to have a say through 
Hinklerôs Biggest Survey which runs 
until the end of July. 

ñIt covers issues relating to energy, 
taxation, health, cost of living, transport, 
welfare, seniors, veterans, the 
environment and much more,ò Mr Batt 
said. 

Constituents who complete the survey 
will go into the draw to receive one of 
three $100 gift vouchers. Find out more 
at davidbatt.com.au or call the Hervey 
Bay electorate office on 41 283 461.  

Rivers 

Bistro 

and 

Bar 

BBQ 

night 



 

 

Fishing Club news 



 

 

Fishing Club News 

If there was ever a month that summed up what 
the River Heads Fishing Club is all about it was 
July. 

Between the Hervey Bay Fishing Classic, 
Christmas in July trip away, and a fantastic fish 
meet, it was a month packed with fishing, 
friendship and good times. To everyone who 
joined us, thank you for making it one to 
remember.  

Results for the July weigh in.  
Best catch 

Mens: Kasey Cook - 59cm Grassy Sweetlip 

Ladies: Bianca Henderson ï 68 cm Blackall 

Juniors: Ryan Henderson ï 51 cm Trevally 

Secret length: Rick Russel ï 80 cm Flathead 

Members draw: Richard Morton 
 

Kawungan Quality Meats winners: 

$75 tray ï Katelin Russell 

$25 tray - Vinnie, Wendy and Ben 

Breakfast trays - Trish and Darrel 

Please support the businesses that support you: 
Fishoôs Tackle World, BCF, Anaconda, Daiwa, 
Road Tech Marine, Kawungan Quality Meats, 
The Meat Station, Hervey Bay Golf Club, 
Bakehouse 13, SPAR Express River Heads, 
Dominos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the Hervey Bay 
Fishing Comp being 
held on the same 
weekend as the July 
Fish Meet the River 
Heads Fishing Club 
weigh in was delayed 
so no report this month. 
We will print a round up 
next month.  

Meanwhile club 

members thought our 

readers would enjoy 

seeing what itôs like 

getting out on the 

water from River 

Heads. 



 

 

Wildlife Matters ï Library Talk 

Bushwalking experiences with Marlene Luce 
For those nature lovers interested in exploring new 

beautiful places, Wildlife Queensland Fraser Coast 

Branch has the ideal activity for you. On Friday 

August 28, Marlene Luce will be sharing her 

bushwalking experiences at the Maryborough 

Library.  

Marlene states, ñJoin me as I show off walking spots 

to which I have taken groups or plan to throughout 

the Fraser Coast Region.ò 

ñI get to go to more places than I can ever show and 

continue to be amazed. Let me show you some of 

our bygone era, of decaying forestry bridges, coal 

mines, a sugar mill to a modern weir and fire tower.ò 

ñWe are blessed with so many national parks, state 

forests and reserves that are all open and ready to 

be explored by everyone. See the heights of our 

admittedly low mountains, the surprising rock 

formations, lush lowlands to our mangroves.ò 

Join Marlene on her 

adventures by 

attending her 

presentation on 

August 28, 1-2pm. 

Bookings not 

required. 

Please note: There will 

be no Hervey Bay talk 

in August due to the 

Library shifting to its 

new premises in the 

Community Hub. 



 

 

Fraser Radio ï your local tourist information and entertainment  

By Ed Martin, station manager  

As I complete my third year as Station Manager at 

Fraser Radio I would like to introduce you to our 

Radio Group team. 

At present we have three active members Fay 

Pearson, Barry Barwick and myself who keep 

Fraser Radio on air, but weôd always like more. Fay 

is the Office Manager for the day-to-day 

administrative matters, finance reports and 

invoicing. Barry 

is Programming 

Manager and 

assembles the 

content that we 

air, he is also 

manages all 

technical 

matters. I am the 

Station Manager 

tasked with 

managing the 

operational 

aspects of the 

Radio Group including compliance, reporting, 

record keeping, budgets and overseeing technical 

operations. Together we have worked as a team for 

three years and I take this opportunity to thank Fay 

and Barry for their tireless efforts and contributions.  

There are others who are indirectly involved, too 

many to single out but Iôd like to mention members 

of the River Heads Progress Association 

management committee who have provided support 

for many years. We look forward to their ongoing 

support. 

Fraser Radio operates from the community hall 

office at River Heads for online streaming and 

transmission via radio on 88.0 FM. Our second 

transmitter site is located at Booral which transmits 

on 87.8FM. Our content is tourist focused and 

covers information segments, interviews, 

entertainment and advertisements. We operate 

Fraser Radio 24/7 on air and via streaming. 

If you are interested in joining our team, please 

email to info@fraserradio.com.au  

mailto:info@fraserradio.com.au


 

 

Council news 

Support for Fraser Coastôs creative community 

Fraser Coast artists, creatives and community 

organisations will soon be able to apply for a share 

of $50,000 in funding to deliver projects that 

celebrate local stories, develop creative skills and 

bring arts experiences to the community. 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is 

part of a broader $120,000 investment in local arts 

and culture delivered in partnership with the 

Queensland Government through Arts Queensland. 

ñThe funding can support everything from 

professional development and workshops to 

exhibitions, performances and community projects 

that celebrate our stories and connect people 

through creativity,ò Cr Sara Soublis said. 

ñArts and culture play an important role in creating 

vibrant communities, strengthening our local identity 

and supporting our creative economy, and this 

program helps ensure those opportunities continue 

to grow." 

The Program offers grants across three categories: 

¶ Participate ï up to $1,000 to help local artists 
build their skills through professional 
development opportunities;  

¶ Develop ï up to $3,000 to support projects that 
build creative skills and capacity; and  

¶ Share ï up to $10,000 for projects that 
encourage the Fraser Coast community to 

participate in and celebrate arts, culture and 
heritage.  

Recent RADF-supported projects have included the 

Where I Belong Art Story Wall in Hervey Bay, the 

Best of Broadway concert by the Fraser Coast 

Orchestra, Mindful Mandalas art workshops and 

intergenerational film-making projects inspired by 

Mary Poppins. 

The RADF program also includes $70,000 to deliver 

strategic Council-led arts initiatives aligned with the 

Fraser Coast Arts and Culture Strategy.  

Cr Souvlis encouraged anyone with a creative idea 

that would benefit the Fraser Coast community to 

consider applying. 

ñWhether you're an emerging artist looking to 

develop your skills or an organisation planning a 

project that brings people together through arts and 

culture, we'd love to hear your ideas," she said. 

ñThe Cultural Services team is available to help 

applicants understand the program and develop 

their proposals, so I encourage people to get in 

touch and explore what's possible.ò 

Applications open July 29, 2026 and can be 

submitted throughout the year until March 29, 2027, 

with funding assessed across three rounds, subject 

to available funding. Projects must commence after 

September 21, 2026.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.ourfrasercoast.com.au/radf  

https://www.ourfrasercoast.com.au/radf


 

 

Council news 

Record low unemployment for Fraser Coast 
The Fraser Coast's unemployment rate has fallen to 

a record low of 4.5 per cent as the region continues 

to build economic momentum.  

March 2026 quarter unemployment rate, down from 

5.4 per cent in the previous quarter, is the lowest 

recorded for the Fraser Coast since comparable 

local government area data became available.  

The figures from the Australian Government's Small 

Area Labour Markets program, uses Australian 

Bureau of Statistics labour force data.  

Fraser Coast Mayor George Seymour welcomed 

the result, saying it reflected growing confidence in 

the region while reinforcing the importance of 

continuing to create opportunities for local people. 

ñThis is a fantastic result for the Fraser Coast and 

an encouraging sign that our local economy is 

heading in the right direction," he said. 

ñA record low unemployment rate means more 

people are finding work, more families are benefiting 

from secure incomes, and more businesses are able 

to grow.ò 

Cr Seymour said Council remained focused on 

creating the conditions for long-term economic 

growth through its Fraser Coast Futures 2036 ï For 

a Better Future, Built Together Economic 

Development Strategy. 

"That strategy sets an ambitious goal of growing our 

economy by $2 billion by 2036, attracting new 

investment and creating more opportunities for 

young professionals, skilled tradespeople and 

families to build their future here on the Fraser 

Coast," he said.  

 

SplashSide to close for annual maintenance 
SplashSide at Anzac Park in Maryborough will 

temporarily close for six weeks from Monday, 

August 3 to Sunday, September 13 while essential 

annual maintenance is carried out. 

Fraser Coast Regional Council Parks and 

Playgrounds spokesperson Cr Daniel Sanderson 

said the planned closure was an important part of 

ensuring one of the regionôs most popular 

attractions continues working safely and reliably. 

ñSplashSide is a favourite destination for local 

families and visitors, so we need to take the time 

each year to give it the care it needs,ò he said. 

ñAlthough SplashSide will be closed for a few 

weeks, carrying out this maintenance during the 

cooler months means families can enjoy the park 

with fewer disruptions when the warmer weather 

arrives. 

ñThis year we're also refreshing some of 

SplashSide's most-loved features, including the 

giant tipping bucket and roller slide, to keep them in 

great condition for years to come.ò 

During the closure, crews will service pumps, 

filtration systems, and other mechanical equipment, 

inspect and clean water tanks, maintain electrical 

and water quality systems, pressure-clean the play 

equipment, and refurbish the tipping bucket and 

roller slide. 

SplashSide will reopen on Monday 14 September, 

ready for the September school holidays, weather 

and construction conditions permitting. 



 

 

The Cheeky Home Cook creates ð  

Braised chicken in tomato & herb gravy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients    

 

8 chicken drumsticks 

2 tbsp olive oil 

1 large onion sliced 

5 garlic cloves minced 

1 tbsp fresh ginger grated 

2 tbsp tomato paste 

1 can crushed tomatoes 

1 cup chicken stock 

1 tbsp smoked paprika 

1 Tsp each of: sweet paprika, cayenne 

pepper, ground cumin, dried oregano & 

thyme 

İ tsp black pepper 

1 tsp salt 

1 tsp brown sugar 

1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 

1 bay life 

2 tbsp chopped parsley 

Method 
 

¶ Saut® onion, add garlic and ginger and cook 

¶ Add tomato paste and cook for two minutes then 

add smoked paprika, sweet paprika, cayenne, 

cumin, oregano & thyme, cook for 3 mins 

¶ Pour in the crushed tomatoes and chicken stock, 

Worcestershire sauce, brown sugar and bay 

leave. 

¶ Brown the chicken legs on all sides and add to 

the sauce, simmer for 45-55 minutes over low 

heat  

¶ Remove lid and simmer a little longer to reduce.   

¶ Sprinkle with parsley before serving with mashed 

potato or rice. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

If you love 
books, check 
out your local 
library at the 
River Heads 
Community 
Hall 



 

  


